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BOROUGH  OF  OLDBURY. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

For  the  Year  1954. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Oldbury. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  on  the  health 
of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1954. 

It  would  be  presumptuous  for  me  as  a  relative  newcomer,  to 
speak  of  the  indebtedness  of  the  Borough  to  Mr.  E.  Harrold,  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  for  32  years,  I  can  only  say  that  I  very  much 
regret  the  necessity  for  his  retirement  and  express  the  hope  that  it 
will  be  a  long  and  happy  one. 

Vital  Statistics. 

There  were  60  fewer  babies  bom  during  the  year  than  in  1953. 
I  he  death  rate  of  11.75  compares  unfavourably  with  10.45  in  I953- 

Infant  Mortality. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  29.53  per  1,000  live  births, 
although  slightly  less  than  last  year,  compares  unfavourably  with 
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the  rate  of  25.5  for  England  and  Wales.  Analysis  of  the  causes  of 
death  shows  that  of  the  22  babies  who  died  10  failed  to  survive  one 
day,  5  more  died  within  the  first  week  and  3  more  within  the  first 
month.  In  20  out  of  the  22  cases,  death  could  be  ascribed  to 
causes  related  to  the  process  of  birth,  e.g.  Prematurity,  Congenital 
Abnormalities,  Asphyxia,  Atelectasis,  Birth  Injury  and  Cerebral 
Haemorrhage. 

On  the  basis  of  these  figures  it  would  appear  that  any  further 
reduction  of  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  must  come  as  a  result  of 
investigations  into  the  causes  of  some  of  these  conditions  and  im¬ 
provements  in  the  Maternity  Services  which  includes  ante-natal 
care. 


In  this  respect  it  may  be  of  some  interest  to  compare  certain 
figures  for  1954  with  those  for  1948,  the  year  the  National  Health 
Service  came  into  being.  In  1948  of  919  babies  born,  403  were 
born  in  Hospitals,  77%  of  the  mothers  visited  the  ante-natal  clinics. 
There  were  13  still-births  and  17  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one 
week.  There  were  2  maternal  deaths.  In  1954,  of  745  babies 
born,  478  were  born  in  Hospital,  22%  of  the  mothers  visited  the 
ante-natal  clinics.  There  were  12  still-births  and  15  infants  died 
under  the  age  of  one  week.  There  was  1  maternal  death.  From 
these  figures  it  may  be  concluded  that  the  improvement  in  the  In¬ 
fant  Mortality  Rate  from  41.34  in  1948  to  29.53  in  1954  owes  nothing 
to  the  Maternity  Services.  In  fact,  with  an  increase  in  hospital 
confinements  and  ante-natal  care  being  carried  out  by  hospitals  and 
General  Practitioners,  the  risks  to  mother  and  child  have  shown  no 
diminution  since  1948  so  far  as  Oldbury  is  concerned. 


Tuberculosis. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  new  notifications  from 
56  in  1953  to  61  in  1954.  Of  these,  at  least  10  are  known  to  have 
resulted  from  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  survey  carried  out 
late  in  1953.  It  might  be  stated  therefore  that  the  increase  in  the 
notification  rate  was  the  result  of  more  thorough  search  for  cases. 
On  the  other  hand,  had  the  cases  not  been  discovered  by  Mass 
Miniature  Radiography,  they  would  certainly  have  been  notified  at 
a  later  stage.  We  should  therefore  look  forward  to  a  reduction  in 
the  notification  rate  in  the  next  few  years  providing  that  control 
measures  for  preventing  the  spread  of  infection  are  maintained. 
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One  of  the  most  important  means  of  control  is  the  adequate 
tracing  of  contacts.  In  1954,  out  of  158  contacts  examined,  no  less 
than  5  were  found  to  be  tuberculous.  When  these  figures  arc  com¬ 
pared  with  the  proportion  of  positive  cases  discovered  during  Mass 
Miniature  Radiography  surveys,  less  than  4  per  1,000,  it  will  be 
seen  that  contact  tracing  is  a  much  more  valuable  method  of  detect¬ 
ing  early  cases.  Systematic  tracing  of  contacts  is  at  present  carried 
out  in  the  house  but  only  in  exceptional  cases  in  industry.  Regular 
examinations  of  those  who  are  known  to  have  been  in  contact  with 
a  tuberculous  person  at  their  place  of  work  cannot  be  carried  out 
without  the  patient’s  consent  that  the  information  should  be  dis¬ 
closed  and  this  consent  is  not  often  given. 

It  is  of  interest  that  of  the  12  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  which  occurred  during  the  year,  two-thirds  were  in  males 
over  the  age  of  55  years.  Modem  therapy  has  made  possible  the 
longer  survival  of  tuberculous  patients.  Preventive  measures  must 
be  tightened  to  ensure  that  this  does  not  result  in  wider  spread  of 
the  infection. 

A  measure  of  protection  can  be  given  to  adolescents,  the  most 
susceptible  group  of  the  population,  by  inoculation  with  B.C.G. 
Arrangements  had  been  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  com¬ 
mencing  in  1955  the  inoculation  of  all  children  in  their  14th  year. 

Diphtheria. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified 
during  the  year.  The  defeat  of  diphtheria  depends  on  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  a  high  level  of  immunity  in  the  child  population.  Im¬ 
munisation  in  the  Borough  was  well  maintained  but  there  is  still 
room  for  improvement.  In  particular  it  must  again  be  stressed 
that  a  child  should  be  fully  protected  before  reaching  its  first  birth¬ 
day.  Mothers  who  neglect  to  have  their  children  immunised  until 
they  reach  school  age  are  exposing  them  needlessly  to  the  risk  of 
infection,  and  it  is  in  these  early  years  that  diphtheria  is  most 
dangerous. 

Dysentery. 

A  total  of  155  cases  were  confirmed  during  the  year.  As  in  the 
previous  year  these  cases  were  the  result  of  outbreaks  occurring  in 
the  schools. 
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Cancer. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  has  increased  from  65  in 
1953  to  90  in  1954.  This  increase  gives  rise  to  considerable  con¬ 
cern  although  higher  rates  were  recorded  in  1947  and  1949.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  year  21  persons,  19  of  whom  were  men,  died  from  cancer 
of  the  lung.  This  is  8  more  than  in  the  previous  year  and  the 
highest  rate  recorded  in  Oldbury  for  the  past  10  years. 

The  increase  in  incidence,  particularly  in  men,  is  nation-wide, 
and  despite  much  research  it  has  not  as  yet  been  possible  to  deter¬ 
mine  its  cause.  All  available  evidence  shows  that  there  is  a  close 
relationship  between  excessive  smoking  and  cancer  of  the  lung  and 
suggests  that  atmospheric  pollution  may  also  bear  a  causative 
relationship.  It  would  appear  that  we  must  endeavour  to  exercise 
as  much  control  over  what  we  inhale  as  we  do  over  what  we  eat 
and  drink.  Clean,  pure  air  is  as  important  to  our  health  as  clean 
pure  water. 

While  every  effort  has  been  and  will  continue  to  be  made  to 
prevent  pollution  of  the  atmosphere  over  Oldbury,  cigarette 
smoking  must  remain  a  matter  for  individual  decision  and  it  is  only 
by  pointing  out  the  risks  involved,  particularly  to  the  rising  genera¬ 
tion,  that  we  can  hope  to  reduce  the  incidence  of  this  fatal  disease. 

Housing. 

In  view  of  the  important  relationship  which  adequate  housing 
bears  to  the  health  of  the  people,  it  was  disappointing  that  only  82 
houses  were  completed  by  the  Corporation  during  1954.  This 
number  compares  very  unfavourably  with  259  houses  completed 
in  1953.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  causes  of  this  decrease,  it 
is  essential  that  an  adequate  rate  of  house-building  be  maintained 
if  progress  is  to  be  made  with  slum-clearance,  demolition  of  unfit 
houses  and  reduction  of  overcrowding,  in  addition  to  providing 
houses  for  applicants  on  the  Council’s  waiting  list. 

Problem  Families. 

A  co-ordinating  Committee  of  officers  concerned  with  children 
neglected  in  their  own  homes  has  met  regularly  during  the  year. 

The  personal  contacts  and  exchanges  of  information  have  been 
valuable  in  promoting  a  planned  approach  to  each  problem,  thus 
preventing  undue  overlapping  of  the  services  available. 
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I  would  like  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  help  and  under¬ 
standing  I  have  received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to  members  of  the 
staff  of  the  Health  Department,  medical,  nursing  and  clerical,  for 
their  loyal  co-operation  and  to  my  colleagues  in  other  Departments 
who  have  been  helpful  at  all  times. 


I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  TABBUSH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Health  Department, 
Greenwood  Avenue, 
Langley,  Oldbury. 

December,  1955. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Name 

Situation 

Sessions 

Accommodation 

Oldbury  I.W. 

Wesley  Street, 
Oldbury 

Monday,  2  p.m. 

Consulting,  Infant 
Weighing  and  Wait¬ 
ing  Rooms 

Langley  I.W. 

"  The  Hollies,” 
Langley 

Wednesday  and 
Friday,  2  p.m. 

do. 

Warley  I.W. 

Bleakhouse  Rd., 
Warley 

Tuesday  and 

Thursday,  2  p.m. 

do. 

Oldbury  A.N. 

Wesley  Street, 
Oldbury 

Alternate  Friday, 

2  p.m. 

Consulting  and  Wait¬ 
ing  Rooms 

Langley  A.N. 

”  The  Hollies,” 
Langley 

Alternate  Thurs., 

2  p.m. 

do. 

Warley  A.N. 

Bleakhouse  Rd., 
Warley 

Alternate  Wed., 

2  p.m. 

do. 

School  Clinic 

Tabernacle  Clinic, 
Oldbury 

M.O.  and  Nurse 
Daily, 

9—9-30  a.m. 

Consulting,  Treatment 
and  Waiting  Rooms 

School  Clinic 

Bleakhouse  Rd., 
Warley 

M.O.  and  Nurse 
Daily, 

9 — 9-30  a.m. 

do. 

School  Clinic 

“  The  Hollies,” 
Langley 

M.O.  and  Nurse 
Daily, 

9 — 9-30  a.m. 

do. 

Dental  Clinic, 
S.M.S. 

Tabernacle  Clinic, 
Oldbury 

Thursday,  Friday 
and  Saturday 

do. 

Dental  Clinic, 
S.M.S. 

Bleakhouse  Rd., 
Warley 

Monday  and 
Wednesday 

do. 

Scabies  Clinic 

Cleansing  Station,  By  appointment 
Brookfields  Rd., 

Langley 

Treatment  and  Wait¬ 
ing  Rooms 

Ophthalmic 

Clinic 

Bleakhouse  Rd., 
Warley 

Friday,  10  a.m. 
Alternate  Wed. 

1-30  p.m. 

Consulting,  Treatment 
and  Waiting  Rooms 

Sunray  Clinic 

Bleakhouse  Rd., 
Warley 

Wednesday, 

10  a.m. 

Treatment  and  Wait¬ 
ing  Rooms 

Sunray  Clinic 

”  The  Hollies,’ 
Langley 

Tuesday,  2  p.m 

do. 

Sunray  Clinic 

Tabernacle  Clinic, 

Monday,  10  a.m. 

do. 

Chest  Clinic 

Chest  Clinic, 
Greenwood  Av. 
Langley 

Monday, 

11  a.m. — 12  noon 
and  2 — 4  p.m. 
Friday, 

11 — 12  noon 

do. 

II 


1.— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres)  ... 

Population  (Registrar-General’s  Estimate  Mid-1954) 
Population  (Census  1951) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31.12.54 
Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1954) 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate 
General  Rate — 1953-54 
Unemployment — 31st  December,  1954: — 

Wholly  unemployed — 

Men  and  Boys 
Women  and  Girls  ... 

Temporary  stoppage — 

Men  and  Boys 
Women  and  Girls  ... 


3.304 
54.030 
53.895 
15,429 
£239,598  o  0 
£918  o  0 
£150 


52 

23 

Nil 

Nil 


2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


M.  F. 

Total 

1  Legitimate 

Live  Births 

...  380  340 

720 

1  Illegitimate 

...  13  12 

25 

Totals  393  352 

745 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the 

population 

I3-78 

Area  Comparability-Factor 

(Births) 

0.96 

Standardised  Birth-rate  ... 

13-23 

Stillbirths 

12 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

15-85 

Deaths 

485 

Death-rate  (Crude) 

8-97 

Area  Comparability-Factor 

(Deaths) 

I-3I 

Standardised  Death-rate 

n-75 

Rate  per  1000  Births 

Number  of  women  dying  in 

,  or  in 

consequence  (Live  and  Still) 

of,  childbirth  was 

1  ... 

...  1. 321 

Death-rates  of  Infants  under  one  year: — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate 
births 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate 
births 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ... 


live 


live 


(22) 

(21) 

(  1) 


29-53 

29.16 

40.00 

90 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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3.— BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  PER  1,000  TOTAL 
POPULATION. 


Live 

Death 

Births 

Rate 

England  and  Wales  ... 

15.2 

n-3 

160  Great  Towns 

15.2 

11. 1 

160  Smaller  Towns,  population  25,000  to 
50,000  (1951  Census) 

14.9 

H-3 

London 

15-2 

10.7 

OLDBURY 

13-32 

n-75 

POPULATION. 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  that  54,030  persons  were 
resident  in  the  Oldbury  area  at  Midsummer,  1954.  The  “  natural 
increase  of  population,”  that  is  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  during 
the  year  was  260. 


DEATHS. 

In  1954,  277  deaths  were  registered  in  the  Oldbury  area.  15 
of  these  deaths  were  persons  not  normally  resident  in  the  district, 
and  223  Oldbury  residents  died  outside  the  district.  The  aggregate 
number  of  deaths  for  the  year  was  485,  representing  a  crude  death 
rate  of  8.97  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population  and  a  stan¬ 
dardised  death  rate  of  11.75  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The 
corresponding  figures  for  1953  were  433  total  deaths,  a  crude  death 
rate  of  8.04,  and  a  standardised  death  rate  of  10.45. 

of  the  485  deaths,  22  were  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age, 
representing  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  29.53  per  thousand  live 
births.  In  1953  there  were  25  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  and 
an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  31.05  per  thousand  live  births. 

The  most  frequent  causes  of  deaths,  the  number  of  deaths  so 
registered,  and  the  corresponding  death  rates  per  thousand  of  the 
population  were: — 


Heart  Disease 

158  deaths  equivalent  to 

a  death  rate  of  2.924 

Cancer 

90 

,,  ,,  1-665 

Vascular  Lesions 

73  >. 

,,  ,,  i-35o 

Bronchitis 

25  >,  <> 

,,  ,,  0.462 

Pneumonia 

15 

,,  ,,  0.277 

Tuberculosis 

12 

,,  ,,  0.222 

(all  forms) 


Heart  Disease  occupies  first  place  as  primary  cause  of  death. 
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HEART  DISEASE. 


Of  the  158  deaths  recorded  as  due  to  heart  disease,  124  relate 
to  persons  over  the  age  of  65  and  only  6  were  in  respect  of  per¬ 
sons  under  45  years  of  age. 

/ 

CANCER. 

For  the  purposes  of  comparison  the  following  table  gives  a 
summary  of  the  deaths  from  Cancer,  and  the  age  distribution  of 
those  deaths  during  the  past  ten  years. 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Number 

Deaths 

OF 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Pop. 

Age 

Distribution 

Males 

Fe¬ 

males 

Total 

0-15 

Years 

15-25 

Years 

25-45 

Years 

45-65 

Years 

65  years 
&  over 

1943 

50,100 

48 

32 

80 

1  59 

•  • 

10 

25 

45 

1944 

50,220 

32 

33 

65 

1  29 

1 

1 

7 

23 

33 

1945 

50,040 

42 

27 

69 

1-37 

6 

29 

33 

1946 

51,890 

47 

38 

85 

1  63 

1 

2 

32 

50 

1947 

52,510 

62 

40 

102 

1  -94 

10 

34 

58 

1948 

53,350 

42 

41 

83 

1  55 

•  • 

11 

36 

36 

1949 

53,380 

45 

48 

93 

1-74 

5 

43 

45 

1950 

53,820 

49 

36 

85 

1  57 

1 

7 

33 

45 

1951 

53,740 

39 

36 

75 

1  39 

1 

•  • 

5 

36 

33 

1952 

53,790 

46 

36 

82 

1  52 

1 

1 

5 

33 

42 

1953 

53,820 

36 

29 

65 

120 

-  • 

6 

29 

30 

1954 

54,030 

53 

37 

90 

1  66 

1 

8 

32 

49 

An  analysis  of  the  deaths  from  malignant  disease  shows  that 
the  site  of  the  cancer  causing  death  was  as  follows: — 


Male  Female 


Site 

No. 

Age 

Range 

Average 

Age 

No. 

Age 

Range 

Average 

Age 

Intestinal  Tract: 
a.  Buccal  Cavity 

I 

6l 

6l 

_ 

b.  Oesophagus  ... 

I 

33 

33 

I 

78 

78 

c.  Stomach 

7 

60-74 

67 

8 

54-74 

67 

d.  Liver 

1 

80 

80 

2 

5i-74 

62 

e.  Ileum 

1 

65 

65 

1 

72 

72 

f.  Caecum 

— 

— 

— 

1 

73 

73 

g.  Colon 

5 

61-82 

71 

3 

70-75 

72 

h.  Rectum 

6 

54-79 

65 

2 

71-82 

76 

Site 

No. 

14 

Age 

Range 

Male 

Average 

Age 

No. 

Female 

Age  Average 

Range  Age 

2.  Female  Generative 

Organs: 

a.  Breast 

— 

— 

— 

4 

55-85 

7i 

b.  Uterus 

— 

— 

— 

2 

69-72 

70 

c.  Cervix 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

d.  Vulva 

— 

— 

— 

1 

73 

73 

e.  Ovary 

— 

— 

— 

1 

60 

60 

3.  Respiratory  Tract: 

a.  Lung 

5 

48-77 

64 

1 

76 

76 

b.  Bronchus 

14 

37-74 

59 

1 

53 

53 

c.  Larynx 

2 

67-69 

68 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Urinary  Tract: 

a.  Kidney 

— 

— 

— 

3 

49-77 

63 

b.  Bladder 

1 

59 

59 

1 

65 

65 

5.  Glands: 

a.  Thyroid 

— 

— 

— 

1 

64 

64 

b.  Parotid 

1 

69 

69 

1 

44 

44 

6.  Skin 

2 

18-30 

24 

2 

40-70 

55 

7.  Miscellaneous 

6 

42-75 

57 

1 

64 

64 

Totals  ... 

53 

18-82 

61 

37 

40-85 

66 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Diphtheria. 

Tables  IVa  and  IVb  summarising  the  work  of  Immunisation 
will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  Report. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

73  cases  were  notified  compared  with  85  in  1953.  The  disease 
in  the  main  was  mild  in  character  and  of  relatively  little  signifi¬ 
cance.  Only  complicated  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital,  5  in 
1954,  compared  with  1  in  1953. 

Pneumonia. 

40  cases  notified,  and  15  deaths  reported  during  the  year. 

Influenza. 

One  death  in  1954  compared  with  8  in  1953. 

Erysipelas. 

Five  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as  compared  with  2 
during  1953. 
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Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  40  cases  of  Measles  and  102  cases  of  Whooping 
Cough  notified  during  the  year.  No  deaths  were  attributable  to 
these  diseases. 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  is  only  available 
through  general  practitioners,  no  such  facilities  are  available  at  the 
Clinics,  but  it  is  hoped  arrangements  will  be  made  in  the  not  too 
distant  future. 


Whooping  Cough  Immunisation  at  31st  December,  1954. 


Age  at 
Date  of 
Immunisation 

YEAR  OF  IMMUNISAT 

ION 

Totals 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

0-3  months 

3-6  months 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

6-9  months 

10 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

19 

9-12  months 

75 

49 

20 

8 

9 

26 

7 

194 

12-15  months 

28 

19 

10 

9 

5 

19 

13 

103 

15-18  months 

15 

4 

3 

6 

2 

3 

3 

36 

18-21  months 

11 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

23 

21-24  months 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

2-3  years  . . 

7 

— 

5 

— 

— 

2 

— 

14 

3-4  years  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

4-5  years  . . 

3 

2 

2 

1 

— 

3 

— 

11 

5-6  years  . . 

4 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

10 

6-7  years  . . 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

7-8  years  . . 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

8-9  years  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

9-10  years  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10-11  year  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

11-12  years  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Totals 

168 

85 

45 

28 

18 

65 

25 

434 

Meningococcal  Infection. 

No  cases  were  notified  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Infantile  Diarrhoea. 

No  deaths  were  recorded  from  this  disease  during  1954. 
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Tuberculosis. 

The  following  tables  have  been  supplied  by  the  Chest  Physi¬ 
cian,  Dr.  R.  B.  Mayfield,  who  comments: — 

The  first  gives  some  information  about  cases  examined  at  the 
Chest  Clinic  for  the  first  time  in  1954  chiefly  with  regard  to  the 
source  from  which  they  came.  It  is  worth  noting  that  of  the  66 
cases  diagnosed  as  Tuberculous,  approximately  a  quarter  of  these 
were  disclosed  either  by  Mass  Radiography  or  contact  examina¬ 
tions,  thus  indicating  the  value  of  these  two  case  finding  measures. 
It  may  be  thought  strange  that  only  11  of  the  35  patients  referred 
from  the  Mass  Radiography  examinations  were  diagnosed  as  tuber¬ 
culosis.  The  remaining  24  were  either  suffering  from  non-tuber- 
culous  conditions  or  had  tuberculous  lesions  which  are  regarded  as 
probably  not  being  active.  These  last  of  course  are  still  kept  under 
observation.  The  cases  arising  from  “Other”  sources  are  mostly 
from  Hospitals,  the  Armed  Forces  of  the  Crown,  Military  Recruit¬ 
ing  Boards,  and  Schools  Medical  Officer.  Transfers  in  from  other 
areas  are  not  included  in  this  table. 

The  second  table  shows  the  numbers  of  contacts  examined  in 
the  five  years  1950  to  1954.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  numbers  of 
contacts  examined  per  notified  case  is  higher  than  in  1954,  than  the 
previous  year.  This  may  well  be  due  to  more  stable  Health  Visit¬ 
ing  arrangements  during  the  past  year  and  it  is  hoped  that  further 
improvements  will  follow.” 

OLDBURY  CHEST  CLINIC. 


New  Cases  examined  in  1954. 


1 

'uber 

culoi 

s 

Non-tub 
and  Obs 
ca 

erculous 

ervation 

>es 

To 

als 

Source 

M 

F 

C 

Total 

M 

F 

C 

Tot 

M 

F 

C 

Total 

General 

Practitioner 

10 

11 

2 

23 

124 

83 

41 

248 

134 

94 

43 

271 

Mass 

Radiography 

8 

2 

1 

11 

21 

12 

2 

35 

29 

14 

3 

46 

Contact 

2 

0 

3 

5 

23 

42 

88 

153 

25 

42 

91 

158 

Other 

13 

10 

4 

27 

6 

3 

13 

22 

19 

13 

17 

49 

Totals 

33 

23 

10 

66 

174 

140 

144 

458 

207 

163 

154 

524 

Contacts  examined  in  5  years,  1950  to  1954. 


Year 

Men 

Women 

Children 

Totals 

Cases 

Notified 

T.B. 

Contacts 

Notifica¬ 

tions 

Contacts 
found  to  be 
Tuberculous 

1950 

34 

49 

48 

131 

65 

2-02 

4 

1951 

39 

65 

87 

191 

77 

2-48 

1 

1952 

36 

51 

67 

154 

66 

2-33 

3 

1953 

20 

44 

50 

114 

63 

1  -81 

2 

1954 

25 

42 

91 

158 

65 

243 

5 

Totals 

154 

251 

343 

743 

336 

2-21 

15  (2  02%) 
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The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  notifications  of  Pulmon¬ 
ary  Tuberculosis  during  the  years  1945  to  1954. 


Notification  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — New'  Cases 


Year 

Total 

Sex 

0-15 

Years 

15-25 

Years 

25-35 

Years 

35-45 

Years 

45-55 

Years 

55  Years 
&  over 

1945 

50 

Male 

32 

1 

6 

11 

7 

5 

2 

Female 

18 

2 

7 

5 

3 

1 

1946 

81 

Male 

54 

2 

19 

13 

5 

10 

5 

Female 

27 

4 

11 

6 

3 

2 

1 

1947 

55 

Male 

32 

5 

7 

3 

9 

3 

5 

Female 

23 

4 

10 

2 

5 

2 

1948 

59 

Male 

35 

4 

15 

4 

6 

2 

4 

Female 

24 

6 

7 

3 

3 

2 

3 

1949 

65 

Male 

44 

6 

7 

5 

8 

7 

11 

Female 

21 

1 

6 

6 

7 

1 

1950 

56 

Male 

38 

1 

9 

11 

6 

7 

4 

Female 

18 

4 

4 

6 

4 

1951 

70 

Male 

44 

5 

8 

10 

3 

12 

6 

Female 

26 

6 

11 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1952 

54 

Male 

28 

3 

3 

5 

6 

9 

2 

Female 

26 

2 

6 

6 

6 

3 

3 

1953 

56 

Male 

30 

4 

3 

5 

4 

11 

3 

Female 

26 

4 

11 

4 

6 

1 

1954 

61 

Male 

37 

3 

12 

9 

4 

3 

6 

Female 

24 

4 

12 

6 

2 

Five  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (2  males  and  3 
females)  were  notified  in  1954. 

Cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as  follows: — 


Male 

Female 

Pulmonary 

...  (249)  260 

(168)  if 

Non-Pulmonary 

•••  (43)  34 

(29)  5 

Figures  for  1953  in 

brackets. 

The  following  table  shows  the  sex  and  age  groups  in  which  the 
12  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  occurred  during  1954.  For 
comparison  the  table  includes  the  corresponding  figures  since  1939. 


Year 

Total 

Death 

Rate 

Sex 

0-15 

Years 

15-25 

Years 

25-35 

Years 

35-45 

Years 

45-55 

Years 

55  years 
&  over 

1939 

28 

•55 

Male 

17 

1 

1 

3 

4 

2 

6 

Female  1 1 

6 

2 

2 

1 

1940 

39 

•77 

Male 

27 

4 

8 

5 

5 

6 

Female  12 

6 

1 

3 

1 

1941 

30 

•59 

Male 

17 

6 

1 

3 

7 

Female  13 

2 

4 

2 

3 

2 

1942 

34 

■67 

Male 

22 

5 

3 

4 

7 

3 

Female  12 

6 

1 

5 

1943 

42 

•83 

Male 

25 

3 

7 

6 

7 

2 

Female  17 

2 

7 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1944 

26 

•52 

Male 

13 

1 

4 

1 

3 

4 

Female  13 

i 

3 

1 

4 

1 

3 

1945 

26 

•52 

Male 

16 

4 

2 

3 

7 

Female  10 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1946 

38 

•73 

Male 

23 

1 

2 

7 

4 

2 

7 

Female  15 

2 

2 

5 

1 

2 

3 

1947 

27 

•51 

Male 

20 

4 

4 

5 

2 

5 

Female  7 

1 

3 

3 

1948 

15 

•28 

Male 

8 

3 

1 

4 

Female  7 

2 

2 

3 

1949 

28 

•52 

Male 

16 

1 

2 

1 

6 

3 

3 

Female  12 

5 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1950 

13 

■24 

Male 

8 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Female  5 

3 

1 

1 

1951 

15 

•27 

Male 

12 

3 

3 

6 

Female  3 

2 

1 

1952 

13 

•24 

Male 

8 

1 

3 

2 

2 

Female  5 

2 

3 

1953 

11 

•20 

Male 

6 

2 

2 

2 

Female  5 

2 

i 

1 

1 

1954 

12 

•22 

Male 

10 

1 

1 

8 

Female  2 

*  ' 

2 

TUBERCULOSIS  CASES— 1954. 


Analysis  of  Additions  and  Deletions. 


AGE 

DISTRIBUTION  (years) 

WARD  DISTRIBUTION 

CD 

<2 

H 

u 

flj 

V 

rH 

u 

i 

rH 

On 

' 

NO 

6 

ON 

rH 

l 

in 

i 

O 

rn 

1 

in 

i 

in 

>n 

1 

in 

"T 

iO 

i 

»n 

C/3 

J3 

'5. 

n 

U 

G 

0) 

*0 

£ 

rt 

O 

3 

A 

T3 

C 

rt 

a 

V 

<v 

>-■ 

O 

’So 

3 

JU 

u 

rt 

> 

n 

c 

C/5 

U 

O 

H 

9) 

T3 

C 

rH 

rH 

C4 

CN 

CO 

LO 

CO 

u 

u 

u 

PQ 

C 

3 

O 

p 

> 

cc 

P 

« 

No.  on  Register  at  1-1-54  ... 

•  •  • 

249 

1 

9 

16 

10 

28 

27 

48 

45  ! 

52 

9 

4 

36 

27 

27 

19 

45 

— 

61 

. 

34 

C/5 

g 

Primary  Notifications 

37 

1 

2 

4 

8 

9 

4 

3 

5 

1 

3 

4 

8 

7 

4 

7 

M 

o 
• « 

Heard  of  otherwise  (Death  Returns) 

1 

1 

1 

p 

Restored  to  Register... 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

A 

< 

Inward  Transfers 

•  •  • 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

u 

L 

C/5 

Died  ...  ...  . 

•  •  • 

15 

1 

1 

1 

5 

7 

2 

1 

2 

3 

6 

1 

o 

Recovered  . 

9 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

L 

E 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 

M 

o 

Outward  Transfers . 

•  •  • 

10 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

i 

1 

3 

2 

41 

56 

39 

O 

No.  on  Register  at  31-12-54 

. . . 

260 

— 

9 

16 

10 

30 

33 

55 

49 

47 

6 

5 

35 

29 

38 

22 

36 

27 

N 

No.  on  Register  at  1-1-54  ... 

168 

— 

8 

12 

8 

32 

33 

34 

26 

12 

2 

1 

23 

16 

22 

19 

25 

F 

C/5 

c 

Primary  Notifications 

24 

1 

3 

3 

9 

6 

2 

1 

7 

3 

2 

6 

3 

2  ! 

A 

F 

o 

Heard  of  otherwise  (Death  Returns) 

— 

1 

R 

Hr 

•  H 

Restored  to  Register . 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

2 

M 

< 

Inward  Transfers  . 

•  •  • 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

Y 

A 

C/5 

c 

Died  . 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1  | 

1 

1 

L 

o 

•  H 

Recovered  . 

•  •  • 

6 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

i? 

JL) 

13 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

rL 

Q 

Outward  Transfers  ... 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

No.  on  Register  at  31-12-54 

. . . 

187 

— 

10 

12 

12 

33 

42 

38 

26 

12 

1 

1 

24 

20 

29 ; 

19 

28 

38 

29 

No.  on  Register  at  1-1-54  ... 

. . . 

43 

1 

12 

7 

3 

4 

2 

5 

7 

— 

1 

1 

3 

2 

9 

4 

11 

6 

8 

N 

O 

C/5 

G 

Primary  Notifications 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

l 

1 

M 

o 

Heard  of  otherwise  (Death  Returns) 

— 

*  ^ 

Restored  to  Register... 

•  •  • 

— 

N 

A 

< 

Inward  Transfers 

•  .  . 

— 

L 

C/5 

G 

Died  _ 

•  •  • 

— 

P 

E 

o 
*  ^ 
-r-* 

Recovered 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 

. . . 

7 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

U 

r 

Q 

Outward  Transfers  ... 

•  •  • 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

No.  on  Register  at  31-12-54 

34 

1 

9 

6 

1 

4 

1 

3 

5 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

7 

1 

10 

6 

7 

l— / 

M 

No.  on  Register  at  1-1-54  ... 

. . . 

29 

— 

4 

2 

1 

— 

9 

6 

2 

3 

2 

— 

3 

4 

6 

2 

7 

3 

4 

O 

F 

C/5 

G 

Primary  Notifications 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

r 

_o 

Heard  of  otherwise  (Death  Returns) 

— 

N 

E/ 

•  H 

T3 

Restored  to  Register... 

•  •  • 

— 

A 

M 

Inward  Transfers 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

A 

C/5 

Died  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

— 

R 

L 

G 

O 
•  ^ 

Recovered 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Y 

F 

jo 

o 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 

•  •  • 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Q 

Outward  Transfers  ... 

•  •  • 

4 

2 

2 

No.  on  Register  at  31-12-54 

. . . 

27 

— 

4 

3 

— 

— 

6 

6 

2 

4 

2 

’ 

3 

4 

,  7 

_ 

5 

3 

5 

AGE  DISTRIBUTION— All  ages  are  those  obtaining  at  date  of  Primary  Notification. 
DEATHS — All  the  deaths  removed  from  Register  have  not  actually  occurred  during  1954. 
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SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Housing. 

Increased  housing  accommodation  is  still  an  urgent  necessity 
in  the  Borough.  Re-housing  of  tuberculous  cases  continues  to 
merit  top  priority,  but  families  living  in  overcrowded  or  insanitary 
accommodation  are  also  given  due  consideration.  • 

The  Housing  Manager  informs  me  that  he  received  403  new 
applications  during  the  year,  divisible  into  the  following  groups: — 

254  with  no  children 
64  with  1  child 
47  with  2  children 
14  with  3  children 
12  with  4  children 
4  with  5  children 
6  with  6  children 
1  with  7  children 
1  with  8  children 

Total  applications  on  Housing  Register  at  31.12.54  were: — 

Sub-Tenants  ...  ...  ...  2,892 

Tenants  ...  ...  ...  875 

The  Borough  Surveyor  has  supplied  the  following  figures: — 


Number  of  houses  completed  by  the  Corporation...  ...  82 

Number  of  houses  completed  by  private  contractors  ...  90 

Number  of  houses  completed  by  Smethwick  Corporation  ...  98 

Number  of  Municipal  houses  and  flats  in  course  of  erection 

at  31.12.54  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  256 

Number  of  permanent  dwellings  erected  since  8.5.1945  ...  1,351 


Water  Supply. 

108  houses  in  the  area  are  supplied  with  water  from  the  mains 
to  standpipes  or  taps  in  yards  serving  two  or  more  houses.  The 
approximate  population  so  served  is  399.  The  remaining  houses 
and  population  in  the  area  receive  water  from  mains  direct  to  indi¬ 
vidual  houses. 
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Specimen  results  of  analysis  by  the  County  Analyst  are  as 
follows: — 


Zone  i.  Zone  2.  Zone  3. 


Physical  Characters 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Odour  ... 

None 

None 

None 

Deposit  ... 

None 

None 

None 

PH . 

7-i 

7-3 

7-i 

Chemical  Examination. 

Solids  in  suspension  (Dried  at 
ioo°C.)  . 

None 

None 

None 

Solids  in  solution  (Dried  at 
i8o°C.)  . 

33 

24 

23 

Solids  in  solution.  After 
ignition 

30 

21 

21 

Chlorides  calculated  as  com¬ 
mon  salt 

4-7 

3-7 

6.1 

Hardness,  permanent 

13 

10 

9 

Hardness,  temporary 

14 

9 

7 

Hardness,  total 

27 

19 

16 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ... 

Trace 

0.003 

Trace 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.009 

0.01 

0.001 

Nitric  Nitrogen  (Nitrates) 

0.66 

0.41 

o-53 

Nitrous  Nitrogen  (Nitrites)... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at 
27°C.  (N/80  Permanganate) 

0.12 

0.16 

0.013 

Toxic  Metals  ... 

None 

None 

None 

detected 

detected 

detected 

Total  Residual  Chlorine 

0.001 

0.003 

0.002 

Note. — To  convert  the  above  parts  per  100,000  to  grains  per 
gallon,  multiply  by  0.7. 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Probable  number  of  coliform 
bacilli: — 


In  two  days  at  37°C. 


Nil  per 

Nil 

100  m.l. 

100 

Nil  per 

Nil 

100  m.l. 

100 

per  Nil  per 

m.l.  100  m.l. 

per  Nil  per 

m.l.  100  m.l. 


Faecal  Coli  Type 
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SERVICES  ADMINISTERED  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE 
WORCESTERSHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Chief  Statistics,  1954. 

Registrar  General’s  figures. 

Total  number  of  live  births  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  745 

Total  number  of  stillbirths  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  12 

Live  birth-rate  13.78  per  thousand  population.  (Standardised  birth¬ 
rate  13.23). 

Stillbirth  rate  15.85  per  thousand  live  and  stillbirths. 

Illegitimate  live  births  represent  3.35  per  cent,  of  the  total  live 
births  in  the  area. 

Infant  mortality:  22  children  died  under  the  age  of  one  year.  This 
represents  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  29.53  Per  thousand  live 
births. 

Births. 

The  total  of  745  live  births  is  divisible  into  393  boys  and  352 
girls,  giving  a  live  birth  rate  of  13.78  per  thousand  estimated 
population. 

Of  the  745  live  births,  25  were  illegitimate  (13  boys  and  12 
girls).  One  illegitimate  stillbirth  was  notified. 

Stillbirths. 

There  were  12  stillbirths  registered  during  1954  giving  a  still¬ 
birth  rate  of  15.85  per  thousand  live  and  stillbirths,  or  0.22  still¬ 
births  per  thousand  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  1953, 
when  the  number  of  stillbirths  was  23;  the  stillbirth  rate  27.77  Per 
thousand  live  and  stillbirths,  or  0.42  stillbirths  per  thousand  popu¬ 
lation. 
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Illegitimate  Live  Births. 

The  Illegitimate  Live  Birth  Rate  shows  a  decrease  on  the  fig¬ 
ure  for  the  previous  year. 

The  full  figures  for  the  last  fifteen  years  are  as  follows: — 


Year 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000 
Population 

%  of  Total  Live 
Births 

1954 

25 

.46 

3-35 

1953 

32 

•59 

3-97 

1952 

27 

•50 

3.61 

I95i 

28 

•52 

3-54 

1950 

38 

.70 

4-51 

1949 

44 

.824 

5.26 

1948 

30 

.562 

3.26 

1947 

36 

.685 

3-43 

1946 

53 

1.023 

5-14 

1945 

54 

i-079 

5.21 

1944 

28 

•557 

2.52 

1943 

3i 

.618 

2-73 

1942 

23 

.469 

2.24 

1941 

18 

•364 

2.08 

1940 

13 

.266 

i-37 

Premature  Births. 

Notification  of  birth  cards  provide  information  about  babies 
weighing  5^-lbs.  or  less  at  birth. 
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Infantile  Mortality. 

I  here  were  22  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  and  18 
of  these  deaths  occurred  within  the  first  four  weeks  of  life.  This  is 
equivalent  to  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  29.53  per  thousand  live 
births. 

The  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  twelve  years  are: — 

1942  ...  46  deaths  or  46.51  per  thousand  live  births. 

1943  45  >.  or  41.02 

1944  ...  40  „  or  37.18 

1945  ...  34  ,,  or  33.59 

1946  ...  36  ,,  or  35.80 

1947  ...  38  „  or  36.22 

1948  ...  38  ,,  or  41.34 

1949  ...  30  ,,  or  34.12 

1950  ...  25  ,,  or  30.30 

1951  ...  19  ,,  or  24.51 

1952  ...  18  ,,  or  24.09 

1953  ...  25  „  or  31.05 

An  analysis  of  the  causes  of  death  of  infants  will  be  found  in 
the  following  table: — 

Infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  1954 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year 

of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death 

Days 

Total 

under 

Weeks 

Months 

Total 

under 

0-1 

2-3 

3-4 

5-6 

1 

week 

1-2 

2-3 

1-2 

4-5 

1 

year 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Hydrocephalus 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital  Heart 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Asphyxia 
Neonatorum  . . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Inhalation  of 
Vomit  . . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Inhalation  of 
Meconium 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Atelectasis 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Intussusception 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Prematurity 

3 

1 

4 

4 

4 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage  . . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Birth  Injury 

1 

2 

3 

3 

3 

Total 

10 

3 

1 

1 

15 

2 

1 

18 

3 

1 

22 

25 


Materna.  Mortality. 

There  was  one  death  during  1954. 

Midwives  Act,  1936. 


An  indication  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  Domiciliary  Mid¬ 
wives  during  the  year  can  be  obtained  from  the  following  table: — 


Year 

CONFINEMENTS 

Hospital  Discharges 

before  14th  day 

Domiciliary  cases  wholly 

Breast  Fed  at  14th  day 

Natal 

Visits 

DOCTOR  BOOKED 

Total 

No 

Yes 

Present 

at 

Delivery 

Present  at 
Delivery 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Cases 

Visits 

Ante 

Post 

1954' 

— 

17 

40 

218 

275 

338 

926 

218 

2124 

26 

1953 

— 

41 

42 

242 

325 

254 

687 

214 

2328 

22 

Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. 

This  service  was  made  available  to  all  expectant  mothers  from 
May,  1948,  and  the  response  is  increasing.  Out  of  275  domiciliary 
cases,  200,  or  72.7%,  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  during 
the  year,  as  compared  with  61.8%  in  1953. 

Notifications  Received  from  Midwives. 

The  following  notifications  were  received  from  midwives 


practising  in  the  Borough: — 

Sending  for  medical  aid  ...  ...  65 

Artificial  feeding  ...  ...  ...  35 

Liability  to  be  a  source  of  infection  ...  2 

Death  of  mother  and/or  child  ...  1 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

One  case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  was  notified  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment.  Every  assistance  is  given  by  Hospitals  in  surrounding  areas 
in  dealing  with  such  cases. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

There  were  2  cases  during  the  year. 

MEDICAL  AID. 

Medical  aid  was  summoned  by  Midwives  on  65  occasions  up 
to  the  end  of  the  year  and  a  summary  of  the  requests  received  is 
set  out  on  next  page.  In  48  instances  a  Medical  Practitioner  had 
arranged  to  provide  the  patient  with  maternity  medical  services 
under  the  National  Health  Service. 
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Mother — 

Torn  perineum  ...  ...  ...  29 

Obstetric  shock  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rise  of  temperature  ...  ...  2 

Breast  inflamed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Abnormal  presentation  ...  ...  6 

Premature  labour  ...  ...  ...  2 

Haemorrhage — Ante-Partum  ...  ...  2 

Delayed  labour  ...  ...  ...  8 

Inflamed  varicose  vein  ...  ...  1 

Retained  membrane  ...  ...  1 

Other  causes  ...  ...  ...  4 


Total  ...  57 

Child- 

Prematurity 
Cyanosis 
Dislocated  knee 
Asphyxia 
Shock 

Septic  spots 
Blister 

Total  ...  8 


1 

1 

2 

I 

1 

1 


Institutional  Accommodation  for  Maternity  Cases. 


The  total  number  of  births  notified  as  having  occurred  in 
Hospitals,  etc.,  outside  the  Borough  was  478. 


Living. 


Hallam  Hospital,  West  Bromwich  ...  308 

Birmingham  Maternity  Hospital  ...  15 

Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital,  Selly  Oak  ...  n 

Birmingham  General  Hospital  ...  4 

St.  Chad’s  Hospital  ...  ...  101 

Sorrento  Maternity  Hospital  ...  ...  1 

Netherwood  Hospital  ...  ...  1 

Dudley  Road  Hospital  ...  ...  2 

Selly  Oak  Hospital  ...  ...  1 

New  Cross  Hospital  ...  ...  1 

Lordswood  Maternity  Home  ...  ...  4 

Marston  Green  Maternity  Home  ...  1 

Poplars  Maternity  Home  ...  ...  17 

Other  private  addresses  ...  ...  3 


Stillborn. 

7 


1 


Totals 


470 


8 
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Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

The  attendances  at  the  respective  clinics  were  as  follows:— 


Oldbury 

Langley 

Warley 

Totals 

1954 

1953 

1954 

1953 

1954 

1953 

1954 

1953 

Number  of  Sessions 

27 

51 

26 

52 

25 

51 

78 

154 

New  Ante-Natal 
Cases  . . 

47 

105 

81 

143 

40 

73 

168 

321 

Total  attendances 

231 

467 

367 

536 

181 

315 

779 

1318 

Average  per  Ses¬ 
sion 

8-5 

81 

141 

10-3 

7-2 

61 

9.9 

8-5 

Hospital  booking 
only 

72 

114 

100 

101 

50 

47 

222 

262 

The  number  of  168  new  cases  is  22.1  per  cent,  of  the  total 
registered  births  for  the  district. 

Routine  blood  samples  for  the  investigation  of  the  Rhesus 
Factor,  Wasserman  Reaction  and  Haemoglobin  estimation  are  now 
taken  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics,  and  the  results  so  far  obtained 
undoubtedly  justify  the  continuance  of  this  procedure.  This  ser¬ 
vice  is  available  to  the  patients  of  General  Practitioners  on  request. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

The  three  clinics  at  Langley,  Oldbury  and  Warley  continued 
to  serve  the  Borough  throughout  the  year.  Two  sessions  per  week 
were  held  at  Langley  and  Warley,  and  one  session  per  week  at 
Oldbury. 

563  babies  under  the  age  of  1  year  attended  the  Clinics  for  the 
first  time.  This  represented  75.5%  of  the  registered  live  births.  28 

children  between  1  and  2  years  and  40  children  between  the  age  of 
2  and  5  years  attended  the  Clinics  for  the  first  time  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  attendances  at  the 
three  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 
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Post-Natal  Clinics. 

Attendances  are,  on  the  whole,  disappointing,  but  this  is  now 
largely  due  to  the  obligation  of  Doctors  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  to  carry  out  routine  post-natal  examinations  on 
their  Maternity  cases. 

Work  of  the  Health  Visitors. 

During  the  year  14,375  visits  were  made  to  homes  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  and  701  sessions  were  taken  up  by  attendance  at  Ante-Natal 
and  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

The  work  undertaken  bv  the  Health  Visitors  can  be  summar¬ 
ised  as  follows: — 

First  visits 

Expectant  Mothers  ...  ...  ...  277 

Children  under  1  year  of  age  ...  ...  743 

Children  age  1  and  under  2  years 
Children  age  2  and  under  5  years 
Tuberculous  households 

Other  cases  ...  ...  ...  — 

Ineffective  visits  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total 

No.  of  children  under  5  years  visited  during  1954 
No.  of  families  or  households  visited  during  1954 

Voluntary  Committees. 

A  Voluntary  Committee  operates  at  each  Infant  Welfare  Clinic 
and  they  render  valuable  social  and  clerical  service  to  the  commun¬ 
ity.  Their  efforts  in  maintaining  the  happy  relationship  at  our 
clinics  and  successfully  arranging  social  functions  in  the  form  of 
outings,  sales  of  work  and  competitions  are  very  much  appreciated. 

Sale  of  Dried  Milk  and  Other  Foods. 

During  the  year  dried  milk  and  other  foods  to  the  value  of 
£1,779  I2s-  nd-  were  sold  at  the  Welfare  Clinics. 

Medical  Inspection  of  Pre-School  Children 
between  3  and  5  years  of  age. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  findings  of  medical  inspec¬ 
tions  during  1954: — 

Number  of  children  examined — 499. 


Found  to  be  of  good  nutrition 

A  .. 

, .  418 

83-77% 

Found  to  be  of  fair  nutrition 

B  . 

..  80 

16.03% 

Found  to  be  of  poor  nutrition 

C  . 

1 

0.20% 

Total  . 

..  499 

Total  visits 
277 

3,975 

2,424 

5.632 

3i 

411 

1,625 


14.375 


4>I3I 

3.377 
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Defects  found  and  referred  for  treatment: — 


Skin  ...  ...  ...  12 

Eye  Defects  ...  ...  7 

Ear  Defect  ...  ...  6 

Nose  and  Throat  ...  ...  4 

Defective  Speech  ...  ...  t 

Psychological  ...  ...  — 

Cervical  Glands  ...  ...  1 


Heart  and  Circulation 


Lung  Defect  .  9 

Developmental  ...  ...  2 

Orthopaedic  .  27 

Nervous  System  ...  ...  — 

Other  Defects  ...  ...  1 


Ophthalmic  Treatment. 

Those  children  attending  the  Welfare  Clinics  noted  to  be 
suffering  from  defective  vision  or  other  eye  conditions  are  sent  to 
Mr.  Guy  F.  G.  Siggins,  the  Ophthalmic  Specialist  at  the  School 
Clinic. 


During  1954,  78  cases  attended  and  the  following  conditions 
were  found  to  have  been  present  in  the  20  new  cases: — 

Strabismus  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Congenital  Cataract  ...  ...  ...  1 

Errors  of  Refraction  ...  ...  ...  4 

No  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  3 


MOAT  ROAD  DAY  NURSERY. 

The  Day  Nursery  tills  a  very  real  need  in  the  Borough.  The 
majority  of  children  in  attendance  are  admitted  on  social  grounds 
and  ordinarily  would  be  deprived  of  normal  home  life. 


The  following  table  shows  the  attendance  during  1954. 


Number  of  Attendances 

Average  Attendances 

Weekday 

Weekday 

Under 

2  years 

Over 

2  years 

Under 

2  years 

Over 

2  years 

January 

52 

289 

2-47 

13-76 

February  . . 

52 

223 

2-60 

11-15 

March 

43 

295 

1-87 

12-82 

April 

40 

195 

2-50 

12-18 

May 

59 

286 

2-81 

13-61 

June 

63 

286 

315 

14-30 

July . 

73 

298 

3-32 

13-54 

August 

63 

261 

3-70 

15-35 

September  . . 

110 

383 

5  00 

17-41 

October 

85 

371 

4-45 

17-66 

November  . . 

103 

392 

4-68 

17-82 

December 

62 

300 

3-44 

16-67 

Totals  . . 

O 

00 

3579 

3-31 

14-73 

3i 


Home  Nursing. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  equivalent  whole-time  nursing  staff 
was  6| .  The  following  table  summarises  the  work  carried  out  dur¬ 
ing  the  year: — 


Cases 

A  t  tended 

Visits 

Paid 

Medical  . . 

419 

16,452 

Surgical . 

83 

2,860 

Infectious  Disease 

2 

39 

Tuberculosis  . 

39 

659 

Maternal  Complications 

6 

54 

Other  Cases  . 

10 

24 

Total  . 

559 

20,088 

Age  of  Patient  Over  65 

221 

13,459 

at  Hrst  Visit  Under  5 

8 

42 

Patients  who  had  More  than 
24  Visits  in  Year 

138 

16,036 

Home  Helps. 

This  service  is  organised  by  the  local  branch  of  the  Women’s 
Voluntary  Service  and  during  the  year  domestic  help  was  provided 
in  12  maternity  cases,  6  tuberculosis  cases,  8  chronic  sick  cases  and 
87  domestic  cases.  There  were  22  part-time  and  1  whole-time 
Home  Helps  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Vaccination. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  primary 
vaccinations  carried  out  during  the  past  six  years: — 


Year 

Under 

1  year 

Age 

1-4 

years 

Group 

5-14 

years 

1 5  years 
&  over 

Clinic 

General 

Practitioner 

Total 

1949 

118 

75 

8 

7 

20 

188 

208 

1950 

191 

15 

5 

13 

42 

182 

224 

1951 

245 

26 

4 

8 

127 

156 

283 

1952 

219 

11 

4 

8 

121 

121 

242 

1953 

245 

16 

14 

9 

138 

146 

284 

1954 

239 

12 

7 

9 

115 

152 

267 

32 


Immunisation. 

In  all  817  children  were  immunised  in  1954,  532  under  5  years 
of  age  and  285  between  5  and  15  years  of  age  and  in  addition  1,387 
reinforcing  injections  were  given,  mainly  to  children  aged  5  and 
g  years. 

Details  of  the  state  of  Immunisation  at  the  31st  December, 
1954,  are  shown  in  Tables  IVa  and  IVb. 


Borough  Ambulance  Service. 

During  the  year  9,724  ordinary  cases,  476  accident  cases,  7,709 
children  to  the  occupational  centre,  and  295  maternity  cases  were 
transported.  The  total  mileage  covered  was  66,501. 

The  vehicles  include  2  Austin  "  Welfarer  ”  Ambulances,  1 
Austin  “  Sheerline  ”  and  1  Austin  Sitting  Case  Ambulance. 

The  accident  cases  can  be  divided  into: — 

208  Road  accidents 
113  Works 
109  Home 
46  School  ,, 

Personnel  at  the  Ambulance  Station  are  on  duty  from  8  a.m. 
to  6  p.m.  and  on  call  on  rota  from  6  p.m.  to  8  a.m.  The  number 
of  cases  transported  between  8  a.m.  and  6  p.m.  throughout  the 
year  was  17,320  and  884  between  6  p.m.  and  8  a.m. 


TABLE  I. — Corrected  Notifiable  Diseases  ( excluding  Tuberculosis )  during  1954 ■ 


33 


lB}idsc>H  cq  psAoiu 
-aj  sasno  pqoj. 


mox 


UBngsug 


Aa^uBg 


uaajQ  spunog 


HBqpuBjg 


qaAvpBOjg 


JBJ}UaO 


spjBMdn 
paB  Sg 


Sg  japun 
puB  Sfr 


o 

X 

4-> 

if: 

s 

Qd 

O 


X) 

<D 

'-P 

o 

2 

c n 
<D 
to 

c3 

U 


St7  japun 
puB  ££ 


I  ££  japun 
puE 


japun 

pun  oz 


Ih 

aj 

a> 

:* 


l/] 

u 

bo 

<J 


oz  j«pun 
pun  Si 


Si Japun 
puB  01 


01 japun 
pun  S 


S  japun 
puB  t7 


'r  Japan 

PUB  £ 


£  japun 
puB  z 


z  japun 

PUB  I 


I 

japug 


v 

03 

ci 


J ) 

3 

nj 


O 

Z 


10 


M  CI 


10  CO  CO 


CO  N  O  NMW  <N  — <  O  ID 
O  tJ<  ID 


©  O  00 


eg  cd 


00  CO 


i 


eg  — ' 
—  ei 


10 


CO  ^  10 

i—H 

t-H 

CD 

1 

r-H 

OI 

O 

CM 

r-H 

eg  10  eg 

10 

•  i—H  r-H 

CD 

T-H 

0  Tt<  eg 

1— ( 

10 

—  uo 

iH 

OI 

eg  eg  — c 

CO 

05 

G^>  w~l  i—* 

l-H  Tf 

T-H 

00 

T-H 

T“1 

CO 

r>  0  id 

eg 

ID 

— s 

r— < 

CO 

eg 

1“H 

CD 

CO 

GO 

CO 

H* 

T-H 

!"• 

rH 

eg 

CO 

—  CO 

eg  —< 

0 

’"H 

D1 

—  : 

eg 

; 

l> 

- 

-  : 

eg 

eg 

CD 

00  M 

t*H 

T-H 

CD 

r— < 

T-H 

CO 

CD  <35  Tf 

T— H 

:  eg 

CD 

CO  CO  1-1 

l> 

CD 

r-H 

CD  00  Tt 

1-H 

a> 

eg 

O 

l-H 

Tf 

l>  CO  Tf 

CD 

O 

CO 

eg  00  co 

CD 

eg 

eg 

CO 

eg 

co  Cl  h- 

CD 

: 

eg 

co 

•  t— <  co 

CO 

eg  :  co 

ID 

eg 

<J 

C/5  +J 

S  «! 

•  X3 

"S 

:  bjo  : 
p 

^  ■+->  aj 

C  x  : 
0 

•M  Jh 

tbO 

P 

Totals  . 

So 

a>  M 

ta  c 

-M  ’Sh  tt? 

<u  0  0s 
T!  0  $ 

E 

.2  g  a 
0  c3  0 

Ph  Oh  |z; 

a> 

-4— 1 

P 

O 

cti  >, 

.2  g&H  «j 

b  S  £  ©  3 
£  13  ^  2  g 
ex:  2  E 

a>  -£  P*  3 

^  -G  jr;  a> 

>,  a,  2  c 

c 

S3  w 

■3  os 

Du  10 

CL, 

rrt  •  «-h 

y  c/5 

I  b 

< 

QO  £  OhOh  W 

•d 

eg 


CD 

eg 


ID 


00 

uo 


TABLE  III. 

Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  —  L954. 
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TABLE  II. 


CAUSES 


Cause  of  Death 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  ... 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  cough  ... 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  &  parasitic  diseases  ... 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  ,,  ,,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  , ,  ,  t  breast  ... 

13.  ,,  ,,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  ,,  circulatory  disease  ... 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  &  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations  ... 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases... 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


All  ages 


Detailed  List  No. — 

total 

M 

F  . 

0—4 

months 

001 — 008 

12 

10 

2 

010 — 019 

— 

020 — 029 

055 

056 

057 

. 

080 

085 

Rest  of  001 — 138 

1 

1 

151 

15 

7 

8 

162,  163 

21 

19 

2 

170 

5 

1 

4 

H 

H 

H 

4^ 

2 

2 

— 

Rest  of  140-203,  205 

47 

26 

21 

204 

5 

4 

1 

260 

3 

2 

1 

330—334 

73 

34 

39 

420 

52 

31 

21 

440—443 

12 

6 

6 

Rest  of  410 — 443 

94 

55 

39 

444—468 

12 

6 

6 

480—483 

1 

1 

...... 

490—493 

15 

5 

10 

1 

500—502 

25 

18 

7 

470— 475 >  510—527 

3 

2 

1 

540—541 

7 

7 

543. 571. 572. 764 

2 

1 

1 

590—594 

4 

1 

3 

610 

640 — 689 

3 

1 

3 

1 

••••«• 

750—759 

8 

4 

4 

5 

Rest  of  001 — 795 

42 

28 

14 

14 

E810— 835 

4 

3 

1 

E800-802,  E840-963 

10 

4 

6 

1 

E963, 970—979 

4 

3 

1 

E964, 965, 980—999 

2 

1 

1 

. 

Totals  ... 

485 

282 

203 

21 

months 


OF  DEATH,  1954 


AGE  GROUPS 

WARDS 

15—20 

years 

20—25 

years 

25—35 

years 

35—45 

years 

45—55 

years 

55—65 

years 

65—75 

years 

75—85 

years 

85 

and  over 

Central 

-  — 

Broad  we  11 

Brandhall 

Rounds  Green 

— 

Langley 

Warley 

Bristnall 

1 

3 

8 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

. 

— 

. 

. 

. 

. 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

****** 

. 

. 

. 

. 

— 

— 

—  1 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

— 

. 

— — 

— 

— 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

— 

— 

— 

—  1 

— 

. 

. 

. 

. 

— 

...... 

— 

— 

— 

...... 

. 

. 

. 

**— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

..... 

— 

1 

. 

. 

. 

• 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

. 

...... 

1 

4 

10 

i 

3 

2 

4 

3 

2 

2 

4 

7 

6 

2 

3 

5 

5 

4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

. 

2 

. 

— 

2 

- — 

1 

2 

4 

3 

12 

15 

10 

6 

6 

11 

5 

3 

6 

10 

1 

. 

2 

2 

1 

2 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

15 

20 

27 

5 

7 

11 

12 

8 

13 

10 

12 

1 

5 

12 

24 

8 

2 

9 

8 

6 

9 

9 

5 

6  I 

1 

1 

6 

3 

1 

1 

4  [ 

1  2 

1 

4 

2 

2 

3 

7 

24 

45 

11 

10 

12  ' 

15 

7 

24 

8 

18 

1  | 

1 

4 

6 

1 

0 

1 

l 

1 

— 

5 

— 

1 

2 

1 

4 

3 

3 

1 

6 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1 

10 

5 

8 

1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

5 

6 

4 

.. 

3 

...... 

. 

1 

2 

.... 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

~i 

2 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

. 

2 

1 

...... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

... 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

4 

7 

3 

5“ 
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1 

2 

5 

7 

4 

7 

4 

13 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

.... 

M.M, 

1 

1 

6 

1 

3 

1 

9 

3 

2 

1 

— 

. 

...... 

1 

1 

2 

— 

...... 

1 

1 

4 

2 

12 

21 

37 

93 

132 

132 

24 

59 

66 

80 

56 

86 

63 

75 

TABLE  IVa. 


35 


Immunity 

Index 

100  x  9/1 

- 

4-03 

68-63 

59-21 

rn 

OO 

in 

Total  Immunised 
during 

1949  or 
earlier 

o 

1 

1 

1 

' 

1 

3,148 

3,148 

Last 

5  years 

os 

as 

<N 

463 

521 

*n 

OO 

r- 

n 

5,086 

OO 

<N 

%  Immunised  during 

1954 

00 

403 

52-24 

7-68 

OO 

Os 

4-37 

17-73 

16-69 

1953 

1 

719 

58-02 

SO 

in 

n 

2-75 

23-08 

20-41 

1952 

so 

1 

1 

5-76 

57-94 

8-25 

8-94 

10-62 

1951 

*n 

' 

1 

1 

6-08 

55-88 

6-04 

OO 

00 

1950 

1 

1 

' 

1-00 

3-42 

2-44 

Immunised  at 
31-12-54 

ro 

4-03 

59-43 

71-46 

71-56 

72-25 

95-86 

86-60 

No. 

(N 

29 

463 

rsW 

541 

578 

8,234 

10,366 

Estimated 
Population 
at  Mid 
1954 

OS 

O 

r- 

r- 

729 

756 

O 

O 

00 

8,589 

12,372 

YEAR 

OF 

BIRTH 

Column 

No. 

1954 

m 

*n 

Os 

1952 

1951 

O 

lO 

ON 

»““1 

o 

J 

Os 

Os 

Totals 
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TABLE  V.— VITAL  STATISTICS  SINCE  1891 


YEARS 

Population 
(R  G’s  Mid. 

Year  Est.) 

Rates  per  1,000 

Est.  Population 

Infant 
Mortality 
Rate  (per  1,000 
Live  Births) 

Maternal  Mortality 

Rate  (per  1,000  Live 

and  Still  Births) 

Live 
Birth  * 

Still 

Birth 

Death  * 

Phthisis 

Deaths 

Oldbury 

E.&W. 

Old¬ 

bury 

E.&W. 

Oldbury 

E.&W. 

No. 

Rate 

Oldbury 

E.&W. 

1891—1895 

21,331 

40-82 

30-5 

21-33 

18-7 

89 

•8344 

201-8 

151 

1896—1900 

25,375 

37-82 

29-3 

16-80 

17-7 

94 

•7411 

216-5 

156 

1901—1905 

25,798 

36-28 

28-2 

17-45 

16-0 

77 

•5969 

175-0 

138 

1906—1910 

28,580 

35-75 

26-3 

17-04 

14-7 

118 

•8257 

147-1 

117 

1911—1915 

33,856 

30-12 

23-6 

15-47 

14-3 

115 

■6793 

137-6 

110 

1916—1920 

38,277 

23-47 

20-1 

12-77 

14-4 

162 

■8464 

104-1 

90 

1921 

37,700 

26-4 

22-4 

11-5 

12-1 

31 

•8222 

101-0 

83 

7-04 

2 

38,390 

24-8 

20-6 

11-6 

12-9 

31 

•8074 

69-0 

77 

3-15 

3 

39,970 

23-5 

19-7 

11-1 

11-6 

21 

•5388 

78-0 

69 

3-27 

4 

40,050 

21-9 

18-8 

9-5 

12-2 

30 

■7490 

68-0 

75 

4-56 

5 

40,740 

22-1 

18-3 

10-8 

12-2 

34 

•8344 

70-0 

75 

4-43 

6 

42,080 

20-4 

17-8 

9-7 

11-6 

27 

•6415 

55-8 

70 

1-16 

7 

43,120 

19-4 

16-7 

11-2 

12-3 

22 

•5102 

88-4 

69 

2-38 

8 

33,760 

21-7 

16-7 

111 

11-7 

29 

•8589 

67-8 

65 

3-64 

9 

34,190 

21-7 

16-3 

12-6 

13-4 

19 

■5557 

99-7 

74 

4-04 

1930 

35,000 

21-5 

16-3 

0-83 

0-69 

10-8 

11-4 

36 

1-0285 

43-9 

60 

7-80 

1 

36,370 

20-8 

15-8 

0-52 

0-67 

11-1 

12-3 

21 

•5773 

68-6 

66 

3-86 

2 

37,660 

19-4 

15-3 

0-52 

0-66 

10-1 

12-0 

21 

•5576 

91  -5 

65 

7-87 

3 

39,560 

17-4 

14-4 

0-63 

0-62 

10-5 

12-3 

23 

•5813 

89-7 

64 

2-83 

4 

40,720 

19-2 

14-8 

0-93 

0-62 

10-4 

11-8 

29 

•7121 

64-0 

59 

2-43 

5 

41,900 

18-9 

14-7 

0-83 

0-62 

9-7 

11-7 

31 

•7398 

65-6 

57 

2-40 

6 

42,990 

19-6 

14-8 

0-81 

0-61 

10-28 

12-1 

35 

•8141 

55-6 

59 

0-00 

7 

44,450 

18-94 

14-9 

1-12 

0-60 

11-09 

12-4 

25 

•5624 

65-32 

58 

2-24 

8 

45,450 

19-88 

15-1 

0-79 

0-60 

10-42 

11-6 

30 

•6600 

56-41 

53 

3-19 

9 

47,000 

18-51 

15-0 

0-74 

0-59 

9-96 

12-1 

28 

•5956 

64-59 

50 

3-31 

1940 

48,700 

18-74 

14-6 

0-76 

0-55 

11-17 

14-3 

39 

•8008 

49-34 

55 

4-20 

1 

49,390 

16-94 

14-2 

0-58 

0-51 

9-98 

12-9 

30 

•6074 

70-47 

59 

1-15 

2 

49,530 

19-97 

15-8 

0-76 

0-54 

9-63 

11-6 

34 

•6864 

46-51 

49 

2-92 

3 

50,100 

21-89 

16-5 

0-79 

0-51 

9-84 

12-1 

42 

•8382 

41-02 

49 

1-84 

4 

50,220 

21-42 

17-6 

0-65 

0-50 

8-86 

11-6 

26 

•5176 

37-18 

46 

2-70 

5 

50,040 

20-22 

16-1 

0-47 

0-46 

9-03 

11-4 

26 

•5194 

33-59 

46 

1-93 

6 

51,890 

19-32 

19-1 

0-52 

0-53 

9-55 

11-5 

38 

•7322 

35-89 

43 

0-00 

7 

52,510 

19-97 

20-5 

0-55 

0-50 

9-54 

12-0 

27 

•5141 

36-22 

41 

2-78 

8 

53,350 

17-22 

17-9 

0-24 

0-42 

8-90 

10-8 

15 

•2811 

41-34 

34 

2-14 

9 

53,380 

16-46 

16-7 

0-31 

0-39 

13-12 

11-7 

28 

•5245 

34-12 

32 

2-23 

1950 

53,820 

14-86 

15-8 

0-31 

0-37 

12-65 

11-6 

13 

•2415 

30-30 

29-8 

1-18 

1951 

53,740 

13-84 

15-5 

0-26 

0-36 

12-36 

12  5 

15 

■2791 

24-51 

29-6 

1  -26 

2 

53,790 

13-32 

15-3 

0-27 

0-35 

11-96 

11-3 

13 

•2416 

24-09 

27-6 

0-00 

3 

53,820 

14-35 

15-5 

0-42 

0-35 

10-45 

11-4 

11 

•2043 

3105 

26-8 

1  20 

4 

54,030 

13-23 

15-2 

0-22 

0-36 

11-75 

1T3 

12 

•2220 

29-53 

25-5 

1-32 

*  These  rates  are  standardised  as  follows: — 

Live  Births  from 
Deaths  from 


195° 

1949 


TABLE  IVb— DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION  at  31st  December,  1954 


I 


BOROUGH  OF  OLDBURY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 

and 


for  the 


Year  Ended  31st  December,  1954. 


W.  J.  MASON,  M.S.I.A.,  M.R.San.I., 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent 
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BOROUGH  OF  OLDBURY. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
of  the  Borough  of  Oldbury. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  of  work  carried 
out  by  the  staff  of  the  Sanitary  Department  for  the  year  1954. 

At  the  outset  of  this,  my  first  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary 
circumstances  of  the  Borough,  it  is  only  right  to  stress  the  fact  that 
for  eleven  months  the  Department  was  under  the  control  of  my  pre¬ 
decessor,  Mr.  E.  Harrold,  who  retired  from  the  office  of  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent  on  the  30th 
November,  1954,  after  32  years  as  Chief  Inspector  and  a  total 
period  of  46  years  service  with  your  Authority.  From  departmental 
records  dating  back  to  1884  Mr.  Harrold  was  the  third  successive 
Chief  Inspector  to  this  Authority  who  has  served  your  Authority 
only  and  no  other,  and  I  count  myself  honoured  in  being  the  fourth 
in  line  to  be  so  appointed.  Mr.  Harrold  was  an  extremely  popular 
official  not  only  amongst  his  colleagues  in  the  Department  and  the 
other  Departments  of  the  Council,  but  also  in  his  activities  in  con¬ 
nection  with  professional  Associations  and  other  bodies. 

The  Health  Committee  will  know  better  than  I  can  describe 
how  zealously  he  carried  out  his  duties  in  the  furtherance  of  public 
health  in  the  Borough.  He  was  at  all  times  extremely  capable  and 
conscientious  and  courteous  in  his  dealings  with  members  of  the 
Council,  officials  and  public  alike  but  at  the  same  time  pursued  a 
live  policy  of  constant  improvement  in  the  field  of  housing,  atmos¬ 
pheric  pollution,  food  inspection,  public  cleansing  and  other  duties 
too  numerous  to  mention. 

I  personally  have  had  close  contact  with  Mr.  Harrold  for  the 
last  22  years  and  rejoiced  in  his  help,  encouragement  and  advice 
which  was  freely  given  at  all  times.  I  speak  for  the  whole  of 
the  Department  when  I  say  that  we  have  all  admired  his  leadership 
and  wish  him  happiness  and  good  health  in  his  so  richly  earned 
retirement. 

I  trust  that  I  may  follow  his  good  example  and  be  equally 
successful  in  the  years  to  come. 

Housing  and  Overcrowding. 

There  are  approximately  2,892  sub-tenants  and  overcrowded 
families  on  the  live  register  of  applicants  for  municipal  houses,  an 
increase  of  over  150  above  the  figure  for  1953. 


The  number  of  new  houses  erected  in  the  Borough  during  the 
year  was  270  (82  only  by  the  Local  Authority).  These  figures 
show  a  serious  decrease  on  the  figures  for  the  preceding  year,  al¬ 
though  a  large  number  of  dwellings  (including  flats)  were  in  course 
of  erection  at  the  end  of  1954- 


Housing  Acts,  1936 — 1954. 

Repairs. 

Action  to  secure  repairs  to  houses  has  again  been  restricted  to 
the  Nuisance  Sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  The  in¬ 
creasing  cost  of  repairs  and  continuing  low  rents  have  not  eased  the 
difficulty  in  assessing  reasonable  expense  and  have  thus  prohibited 
operations  under  Section  9  of  the  1936  Act. 

The  passing  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  did 
not,  contrary  to  the  hope  expressed  prior  to  its  enactment,  lead  to 
any  widespread  repair  to  houses  which  had  fallen  into  disrepair  in 
the  war  and  post-war  years.  In  actual  fact  no  house  in  the  Borough 
was  repaired  during  1954  as  a  direct  result  of  the  passing  of  the 
Act  and  it  would  seem  that  the  permitted  increase  in  rent  did  not 
offer  a  suitable  financial  inducement  to  owners  to  carry  out  the 
necessary  repairs  qualifying  for  such  increases. 

Slum  Clearance. 

No  new  clearance  areas  were  declared  during  the  year  but  the 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order  on  the  Stone  Street  —  Lodge  Street 
clearance  area  was  confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  in  the  early  part  of  1954. 

This  modest  start  to  the  resumption  of  slum  clearance  action, 
postponed  since  the  outbreak  of  war,  has  been  followed  by  the 
commencement  later  in  the  year  under  review  of  a  general  housing 
survey  in  the  Borough  under  the  new  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act  of  1954.  When  the  global  picture  of  the  obviously  formidable 
slum  problem  in  this  District  has  been  assessed  by  the  survey,  it 
is  hoped  that  clearance  action  will  be  pressed  forward  with  vigour. 

Although  the  number  of  new  Municipal  Houses  available  for 
re-housing  purposes  was  again  restricted,  a  number  of  the  worst 
unfit  houses  in  the  Borough  was  represented  under  Section  11  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936,  during  the  year.  Demolition  Orders  were 
made  in  respect  of  34  houses,  and  8  unfit  houses  were  demolished 
in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  made.  In  addition  an  alterna¬ 
tive  undertaking  to  use  the  dwelling  house  as  a  factory  store  was 
accepted  by  the  Council,  in  lieu  of  the  making  of  a  Demolition 
Order. 

Overcrowding. 

27  cases  of  overcrowding  were  relieved  during  the  year  out  of 
a  total  of  120  alleged  cases  investigated.  A  considerable  amount 
of  time  was  again  devoted  to  the  investigations  of  overcrowding, 
much  of  which  was  fruitless.  It  is  apparent  that  a  large  section  of 
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the  public  is  not  aware  of  the  low  legal  standard  of  overcrowding 
laid  down  in  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  which  takes  into  account  living 
rooms  in  addition  to  bedrooms  and  thus  leads  to  a  certain  amount 
of  confusion  and  misunderstanding 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  special  consideration  continues  to 
be  given  by  the  Council  to  the  relief  of  unsuitable  and  overcrowded 
living  conditions,  which  in  this  industrial  Borough  are  prevalent 
amongst  the  poorer  type  of  dwelling  house. 

Improvement  Grants. 

11  applications  for  improvement  grants  under  the  Housing  Act, 
1949,  were  received  during  the  year,  7  of  which  were  subsequently 
withdrawn.  Of  the  remainder,  3  were  refused  and  1  was  deferred. 

One  application  originally  deferred  in  1953  was  re-submitted 
after  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Housing  Repair  and  Rents 
Act,  1954,  and  was  granted.  At  the  year’s  close  it  was  becoming 
apparent  that  despite  the  encouragement  given  by  the  Government 
in  reducing  certain  technical  standards  and  easing  other  require¬ 
ments,  the  statutory  conditions  laid  down  in  the  Housing  Act,  1949, 
are  still  sufficiently  severe  as  to  deter  increasing  numbers  of  appli¬ 
cants  from  pursuing  their  applications  further.  If  this  trend  con¬ 
tinues,  it  is  feared  that  the  main  purpose  of  this  part  of  the  1949 
Act,  that  is  the  improvement  of  the  older,  soundly  built  houses, 
may  be  frustrated  with  the  unfortunate  result  that  these  houses  will 
in  a  few  years  time  become  slums  in  themselves. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

From  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and 
Rents  Act,  1954,  to  the  end  of  the  year  under  review,  8  applica¬ 
tions  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  received.  The  statutory  fee 
of  1/-  per  application  was  charged.  7  certificates  were  granted  and 
in  the  remaining  case  the  necessary  work  was  completed  after  the 
application  and  before  the  issue  of  a  certificate.  Although  certain 
pre-war  Rent  Act  provisions  still  empowered  local  Authorities  to 
issue  these  certificates,  it  was  the  impetus  given  by  the  new  1954 
Act  which  has  resulted  in  the  resumption  of  this  work  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment. 


Sanitary  Accommodation. 

One  factory  in  course  of  erection  was  provided  temporarily 
with  a  pail  closet  during  the  year  for  the  use  of  builders.  The 


following  table  summarises  the  present  position: — 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  connected  to  a  public  sewer  ...  15,417 
No.  of  dwelling  houses  with  pail  closets  ...  ...  10 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  with  cess-pools  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  lock-up  shops  with  cess-pools  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  lock-up  cafes  with  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  factories  with  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  factories  with  cess  pools  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Water  Supply. 

The  whole  of  the  Borough  continues  to  be  supplied  with  water 
by  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company.  The  water  is 
chlorinated  but  not  softened. 

No  new  sources  of  supply  have  been  acquired  during  the  year, 
and  the  supply  has  been  very  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 
There  is  no  liability  to  plumbo-solvency,  13  samples  taken  by  the 
Company  and  19  samples  taken  by  the  Department  during  the  year 
all  being  free  from  any  detectable  quantities  of  lead. 

Certain  extensions  to  mains  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  new  housing  estates  and  existing  property. 

18  samples  of  drinking  water  were  submitted  to  the  Borough 
Analyst  and  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  during  the  year  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analysis,  with  satisfactory 
results  in  each  case. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

A  complaint  concerning  obstruction  of  1  boundary  brook  course 
was  investigated,  and  referred  to  and  dealt  with  by  the  Borough 
Surveyor  during  the  year.  Complaints  were  again  received  of 
serious  pollution  of  the  canal  system  by  phosphorus.  The  presence 
of  free  phosphorus  was  confirmed  and  the  matter  again  promptly 
referred  to  British  Waterways  as  one  coming  within  their  jurisdic¬ 
tion. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  new  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  have  been 
carried  out  during  the  year  and  sewage  from  premises  in  the 
Borough  continues  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  Council’s  Sewage  Works, 
The  Upper  Stour  Valley  Main  Drainage  Board,  The  Tame  and  Rea 
Drainage  Board  and  West  Bromwich  Corporation  (five  premises 
only) . 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  remain  only  1  dairy  farm,  registered  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  in  the  Borough  and  4  registered 
dairies  (excluding  producers).  There  were  117  registered  distribu¬ 
tors  retailing  milk  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

There  are  2  licensed  pasteuring  plants  in  the  Borough  and 
close  supervision  was  again  exercised.  During  the  year  the  ‘Holder’ 
pasteurising  plant  at  one  dairy  was  replaced  by  modern  ‘High 
Temperature  Short  Time’  (A.P.V.)  plant  which  is  now  being  in¬ 
creasingly  used  for  milk  pasteurisation.  The  new  cold  store,  load¬ 
ing  decks,  office  accommodation,  etc.,  referred  to  in  the  Report  for 
1953,  were  completed  at  the  same  dairy  during  the  year. 

124  samples  were  taken  from  these  two  plants  during  the  year. 
All  the  samples  passed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  when  so  examined 
and  122  passed  the  Phosphatase  Test. 
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153  samples  of  milk  in  all  were  taken  for  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination  and  of  these  2  were  unsatisfactory.  Both  samples  (T.T. 
Milk  (Pasteurised))  failed  the  Phosphatase  Test  due  to  inadequate 
heat  treatment  of  the  milk  at  one  pasteurising  dairy  in  the  Borough. 
Strong  warnings  were  issued  on  each  occasion  and  the  last  failure 
was  treated  as  a  breach  of  conditions  laid  down  in  the  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

27  washed  milk  bottles  were  taken  for  cleanliness  tests,  24  of 
which  were  satisfactory  and  3  unsatisfactory.  These  3  samples 
were  due  to  a  mechanical  breakdown  of  the  bottle  washing  machine 
at  one  dairy  and  inadequate  maintenance  of  the  washing  machine 
at  the  other  dairy.  Both  machines  were  put  in  order  forthwith. 

15  samples  of  cream  were  taken  during  the  year  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  and  chemical  analysis.  All  the  samples  were 
chemically  satisfactory.  All  the  samples  passed  a  Phosphatase 
Test  indicating  adequate  heat  treatment  but  2  failed  a  Methylene 
Blue  Test  and  revealed  the  presence  of  coliform  organisms,  due  to 
post-pasteurisation  contamination.  Owing  to  the  obscure  legal 
position  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  and  Artificial 
Cream)  Act,  1950  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations, 
which  appear  to  exclude  cream  as  such  from  their  main  provisions, 
it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  take  any  statutory  action  against  an 
offender. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  new  Food  and  Drugs  Bill  now  before 
Parliament  will  obviate  this  existing  anomaly.  Meanwhile  Inspec¬ 
tors  of  the  Department  continue  to  give  advice  as  to  routine  personal 
hygiene  in  cream  handling. 

Milk  ( Special  Designations)  Regulations,  194.9. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  under  the  above  Regulations 
for  the  year  1954  was  as  follows: — 

Bottling  Establishments  (Tuberculin  Tested  Milk)  ...  2 

Pasteurising  Plants  ...  ...  .  2 

Retailers  (Pasteurised  36,  Sterilised  100,  Tuberculin 

Tested  30)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 

Meat  and  other  Foods  Inspection. 

The  number  of  pigs  slaughtered  during  the  year  on  private 
premises  for  consumption  was  21,  all  of  which  were  inspected.  The 
pigs  were,  as  usual,  remarkably  free  from  disease. 

Domestic  pig-keeping  continues  to  decrease  and  there  are  now 
very  few  pig-keepers  indeed  in  the  Borough,  a  fact  that  has  un¬ 
doubtedly  been  encouraged  by  the  decontrol  of  meat. 

Table  VIII  gives  a  detailed  list  of  diseased  or  unsound  foods 
condemned  and  destroyed  during  the  year.  It  will  be  observed 
that  the  total  figure  is  most  satisfactory  and  continues  to  decrease. 

Slaughter-houses . 

In  anticipation  of  the  decontrol  of  slaughtering,  the  remaining 
2  pre-war  slaughter-houses  were  inspected  thoroughly  in  the  early 
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part  of  the  year.  Neither  was  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  suit¬ 
able  for  use  as  such.  The  owner  of  one  slaughter-house  applied 
for  a  licence  to  reopen  the  premises  but  this  application  was  re¬ 
fused  and  a  detailed  and  comprehensive  specification  of  reconstruc¬ 
tion  and  improvement  work  was  issued  to  the  applicant,  which  was 
still  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  review.  The 
owner  of  the  other  slaughter-house  made  no  application  for  a 
licence. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  therefore,  there  was  no  licensed 
slaughter-house  in  the  Borough  and  meat  traders  were  obtaining 
their  supplies  from  Abattoirs  in  adjoining  districts,  mainly  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Great  Bridge  and  Wolverhampton. 

Food  Premises. 

The  following  improvements  were  made  during  the  year: — 


Food  premises  cleansed  and/or  repaired  ...  ...  g 

Water  heaters  or  other  means  of  continuous  hot  water 

provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Refuse  bins  or  other  receptacles  provided  ...  ...  1 

New  sinks  or  wash  basins  provided  ...  ...  ...  4 

Additional  taps  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  closets  reconstructed  ...  ....  ...  ...  1 

New  drainage  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Drainage  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Additional  sanitary  accommodation  provided  ...  ...  1 

Water  closets  repaired  and/or  limewashed  ...  ...  6 

Ventilation  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Mechanical  ventilation  provided  in  kitchens  ...  ...  4 

Notices  re  washing  of  hands  piovided  in  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


Although,  owing  to  staff  changes  and  pressure  of  other  work, 
work  of  supervision  of  food  premises  was  restricted,  further  im¬ 
provements  were  effected  to  food  premises  in  the  Borough,  as  shown 
in  the  above  table. 

A  very  low  standard  of  hygiene  was  discovered  in  1  small 
retail  shop  during  the  year.  A  very  heavy  infestation  of  mice  in 
the  shop  which  had  also  spread  to  adjoining  property,  coincided 
with  extensive  stocks  of  foodstuffs  contaminated  by  mice  or  other¬ 
wise  unsound  which  had  to  be  condemned.  Evidence  of  serious 
neglect  was  apparent  but  the  sole  proprietor  of  the  shop  was  an 
old  lady  almost  80  years  old,  in  poor  health  and  in  need  of  care 
and  attention.  With  the  help  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the 
proprietress  was  persuaded  to  give  up  the  business  and  live  with 
her  son  on  the  South  Coast.  The  shop  was  cleaned  up,  the  infes¬ 
tation  eradicated,  all  stocks  of  refuse  and  unsound  food  were  re¬ 
moved  and  disposed  of,  and  the  owner  ultimately  repaired  and  re¬ 
decorated  the  premises. 

In  view  of  the  tragic  and  extenuating  circumstances  in  this  case, 
a  more  lenient  view  was  taken  and  no  action,  other  than  the  above, 
was  felt  to  be  necessary. 
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Ice  Cream. 

The  number  of  manufacturers  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year 
remained  at  4,  but,  although  two  of  these  manufacturers  have 
small  but  excellent  heat  treament  plants,  very  little  or  no  use  was 
made  thereof,  the  persons  concerned  relying  on  Complete  Cold 
Mixes  to  meet  generally  poor  demand  during  an  equally  poor 
season  for  ice  cream.  These  Mixes  are  in  every  way  satisfactory 
and  methods  complied  with  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.) 
Regulations.  Retailers  number  103,  an  increase  of  4  over  the  pre¬ 
vious  year. 

12  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  for  bacteriological 
examination,  all  of  which  were  in  Grades  1  and  2  (Ministry  of 
Health  Provisional  Grades) ;  12  samples  were  also  taken  for  chemi¬ 
cal  analysis,  all  of  which  again  complied  with  the  Food  Standards 
(Ice  Cream)  Order,  1953. 


Food  and  Drugs  Sampling. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  (excluding  ice  cream)  was  247,  of  which 
241  were  genuine  and  6  adulterated.  Details  of  these  are  given 
below: — 


No.  Article 

Formal  or 
Informal 

Adulteration 

Action  Taken 

1.  Milk 

Informal 

6.7%  deficient  in 
fat 

Formal  follow  -  up 
sample— genuine 

2.  Indigestion 
Tablets 

Formal 

100%  deficient  in 
Calcium  Carbonate 
declared  on  label 

Further  follow  -  up 
formal  sample  from 
more  recent  stock 
genuine.  Labelling 
offence  admitted. 

Strong  warning 

issued 

3-6.  Sausages 

(2  Pork  and 

2  Beef) 

Informal 

Presence  of  sulphite 
preservative  (as  sul¬ 
phur  dioxide)  with¬ 
out  its  presence 
being  declared 

Strong  warnings 

issued.  Notices  in 
shops  later  display¬ 
ed  under  Public 
Health  (Preserva¬ 
tives  in  Food)  Reg¬ 
ulations 

Two  other  samples  of  dried  milk  powder  used  in  one  of  the 
school  kitchens  were  submitted  for  analysis  owing  to  doubts  as 
to  their  fitness  for  food.  The  Borough  Analyst  certified  that  the 
acidity  was  rather  high  and  that  it  was  not  advisable  for  the  powder 
to  be  consumed  by  children.  The  consignment  (approximately  1 
cwt.)  was  subsequently  condemned  and  the  information  passed  to 
the  appropriate  Committee. 


Shops  Act,  IQ50. 

The  Department  is  concerned  solely  with  the  provisions  of 
Section  38  of  the  above  Act,  relating  to  sanitary  accommodation, 
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heating  and  ventilation  of  shops.  The  Shops  Inspector  deals  with 
hours  of  closing,  seats  for  females  employed,  lighting,  etc. 

Owing  to  pressure  of  other  work,  rather  restricted  improve¬ 
ments  were  carried  out  in  a  number  of  shops  during  the  year,  as 
follows: — 

Ventilation  in  shops  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Additional  sanitary  accommodation  provided  ...  1 

Sanitary  accommodation  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

Adequate  heating  of  shops  secured  ...  ...  ...  1 

Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 

12  Factories  were  inspected  during  the  year.  The  number  of 
visits  was  21. 

10  contraventions  were  found  and  5  remedied. 

Fuller  details  of  action  taken  under  the  above  Acts  are  given 
in  Table  X. 


Offensive  Trades. 

All  4  offensive  trade  premises  have  again  been  kept  under 
observation  during  the  year. 

Further  condensing  equipment  (for  treating  edible  animal 
wastes)  was  ordered  by  one  firm  to  supplement  similar  equipment 
fitted  to  plant  dealing  with  inedible  material.  Gases  arising  from 
the  processing  of  edible  materials  proved  sufficiently  objec¬ 
tionable  as  to  engender  complaints  from  an  adjoining  district,  al¬ 
though  in  my  opinion  they  could  not  be  classed  as  offensive.  When 
fitted,  the  new  equipment  should  prevent  further  complaints. 

The  two  main  factories  treating  animal  wastes  on  the  whole 
gave  rise  to  little  nuisance  and  few  complaints  during  the  year 
under  review,  when  one  bears  in  mind  the  nature  of  the  raw  material 
treated. 


Smoke  Abatement  and  Atmospheric  Pollution. 

The  year  has  once  again  witnessed  intensive  activity  by  the 
Department  in  this  field  of  environmental  hygiene  which,  due  to  a 
welcome  stimulation  in  public  interest,  is  becoming  more  and  more 
important.  This,  however,  inevitably  calls  for  increased  work  of 
observation  and  investigation,  and  the  paths  to  complete  and  per¬ 
manent  abatement  of  nuisances  in  this  field  are  seldom  short  and 
hardly  ever  direct  or  easy.  A  considerable  number  of  re-visits 
and  numerous  interviews  are  necessary,  but  ultimately,  when  a 
solution  to  a  thorny  and  difficult  problem  has  at  last  been  found, 
the  satisfaction  is  real  and  the  reward  for  months  and  sometimes 
years  of  arduous  endeavour  is  gratifying. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  the  main  air  pollution  problems  arose 
from  grit  and  dusts,  and  fumes  from  chemical  industries  in  the 
town. 
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The  comprehensive  new  enamel  spraying  and  dust  arresting 
equipment,  envisaged  in  the  report  for  1953,  was  installed  at  one 
vitreous  enamelling  factory  in  the  Rood  End  area.  The  installa¬ 
tion  of  this  plant  involved  the  complete  reorganisation  of  one  large 
factory  department,  and  although  very  expensive,  it  has  success¬ 
fully  abated  a  severe  nuisance  which  for  so  long  afflicted  residents 
in  the  adjoining  area. 

Other  improvements  effected  were:  Fitment  of  Fuel  Research 
Station  doors  to  several  hand-fired  shell  boilers  of  the  Lancashire 
and  Cornish  types,  provision  of  grit  arrestors  to  one  multi-tubular 
forced  circulation  boiler  and  orders  placed  for  extension  of  this 
equipment  to  other  boilers  at  one  factory,  abatement  of  nuisances 
from  dissemination  of  fine  chemical  dusts  both  by  maintenance  of 
existing  equipment  and  provision  of  more  efficient  arrestors,  and 
order  for  new  boiler  and  mechanical  stoker  to  replace  a  hand-fired 
vertical  boiler  causing  a  smoke  nuisance. 

The  main  problem  of  fume  emission  from  phosphorus  furnaces 
at  one  large  factory  in  the  Borough  still  caused  considerable  con¬ 
cern  and  gave  rise  to  many  complaints  during  the  year  owing  to  its 
complexity  and  magnitude.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  results  of 
new  plant  installed  in  one  of  the  Company’s  other  factories  were 
keenly  awaited.  The  continued  emission  at  a  comparatively  low 
level  of  phosphorus  fume,  giving  rise  as  it  does  to  a  severe  public 
health  nuisance  throughout  the  year,  is  of  serious  concern  to  the 
Department,  and  my  thanks  are  due  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Alkali 
Works,  Dr.  Hockin,  for  his  help,  co-operation  and  advice  at  all 
times  regarding  this  and  other  emissions  of  chemical  fumes  which 
have  sporadically  occurred  in  the  Borough. 

Two  other  processes  likely  to  cause  nuisance  which  were  pre¬ 
viously  carried  on  at  one  of  the  chemical  works  in  the  Borough, 
were  removed  during  the  year  to  one  of  the  Company’s  other  fac¬ 
tories  outside  the  district. 

Another  nuisance  from  the  dissemination  of  fine  dust  from 
crushed  rock  from  local  asphalt  and  allied  manufacturing  firms 
still  occurred  in  varying  degree  during  the  year.  New  plant  is  to 
be  provided  in  1955  by  one  firm,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  bring 
some  alleviation  of  the  nuisance. 

The  publication  of  the  Beaver  Committee  Report  on  Atmos¬ 
pheric  Pollution,  a  most  absorbing  and  readable  document,  was 
most  welcome  indeed  and  clearly  showed  the  size  of  the  problem. 
More  important  still,  it  gave  pointers  to  the  action  necessary  to 
secure  what  is  admitted  to  be  a  worthy  goal,  i.e.  clean  air. 

The  inhalation  of  polluted  air,  or  aerial  sewage  as  it  has  been 
aptly  termed,  into  the  human  body  long  after  the  abolition  of  dirty 
and  diseased  food  and  water  has  been  secured,  it  not  only  to  be 
abhorred  but  to  be  actively  fought  with  every  weapon  at  our  dis¬ 
posal.  If  the  excellent  “Beaver  Report’’  can  encourage  new  ideas, 
break  down  prejudice  and  stimulate  the  introduction  of  realistic 
and  workable  legislation,  then  indeed  a  new  era  in  public  health 
will  be  opened. 
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Furthermore,  if  this  object  can  be  attained  and  at  the  same 
time  our  dwindling  coal  resources  used  more  efficiently,  then  both 
the  public  and  industry  alike  will  benefit. 

Noise. 

Several  complaints  of  noise  nuisance  from  industrial  premises 
were  investigated  and  dealt  with  under  Section  73  of  the  Oldbury 
Corporation  Act,  1949,  during  the  year.  Although  problems  arising 
from  the  emission  of  noise  are  by  no  means  easy  to  solve,  in  each 
case  the  willing  co-operation  of  the  firms  was  obtained  and  two 
minor  nuisances  were  speedily  abated.  A  serious  and  extensive 
noise  emission  from  one  factory  was  investigated  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  and  an  undertaking  was  secured  from  the  firm  to  instal 
sonic  equipment  on  the  plant  in  question  which  is  in  operation  con¬ 
tinuously  day  and  night. 

In  no  case  has  statutory  action  under  the  local  Act  been 
necessary. 

Public  Cleansing. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse. 

House  refuse  from  dwelling  houses  and  trade  refuse  from  shops 
and  other  premises  (by  agreement),  continues  to  be  carried  out  by 
direct  labour,  the  average  period  between  collections  having  varied 
between  7  and  11  days.  Considerable  difficulty  was  again  experi¬ 
enced  in  recruiting  a  sufficient  number  of  suitable  men  for  this 
work  which  is  undoubtedly  dirty  and  unpleasant  and  is  carried  out 
in  all  weathers  for  a  wage  which  normally  lags  behind  that  pertain¬ 
ing  to  industry.  The  number  of  refuse  collectors  as  a  result 
dropped  by  10  per  cent,  during  the  year,  which  serves  to  illustrate 
the  above  point. 

Your  Refuse  Tip  at  Portway  Road,  where  a  high  standard  of 
controlled  tipping  is  maintained,  again  accommodated  the  whole 
of  the  house  and  trade  refuse  collected  in  the  Borough.  This  tip 
was  free  from  nuisance  of  any  description  and  no  complaint  was 
received  throught  the  year. 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  unit  costs  for  1954-5  in  the  main 
show  a  decrease  over  the  corresponding  figures  for  1953-4,  as  shown 
below: — 

1953-4  I954"5 

Net  cost  per  ton  (all  expend.)  ...  33/6  33/2 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  £412  £420 

Net  cost  per  1,000  houses  ...  ...  £1,491  £1,465 

The  weight  of  refuse  per  1,000  population  per  day  increased 
slightly  over  the  year  to  13.8  cwts. 

Salvage  of  Waste  Materials. 

The  gross  income  from  sales  of  salvaged  materials  during  the 
financial  year  1954-5  amounted  to  £5,474,  a  slight  decrease  over 
the  previous  year  owing  to  labour  difficulties. 
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Waste  paper  and  waste  food  collected  amounted  to  216  and 
489  tons  respectively.  There  still  remained  a  good  demand  for 
these  two  salvaged  materials  and  no  trouble  was  experienced  in 
their  sale.  The  return  of  valuable  raw  materials  for  the  board¬ 
making  industry  and  feeding  stuffs  for  animal  feeding  helps  the 
national  economy,  and  even  if  this  part  of  the  service  does  not  show 
a  profit,  there  still  seems  to  be  a  good  case  for  its  continuation  bear¬ 
ing  in  mind  the  fact  that  such  material  would  for  the  most  part  find 
its  way  into  the  dustbin  and  remain  to  be  collected  and  disposed  of 
as  refuse  at  a  net  cost  of  33/2  per  ton  for  the  year  in  question. 

One  vehicle  is  employed  in  the  collection  of  waste  paper 
(whole-time)  and  one  vehicle  (whole-time)  on  waste  food  collec¬ 
tion  and  delivery.  Two  vehicles  are  employed  part-time  on  both 
these  services. 

Two  paper  balers  continued  to  be  employed  during  the  year 
on  hand  baling  presses  which  will  be  replaced  in  1955  by  a  mech¬ 
anical  press. 

Verminous  Persons  and  Premises. 

All  cases  of  vermin  infestation  discovered  during  the  year  were 
dealt  with  at  once,  20  private  dwelling  houses  and  18  municipal 
houses  having  been  disinfested. 

“Gammexane”  smoke  generators  and  a  proprietary  liquid 
(D.D.T.)  insecticide  have  been  used  against  fleas  and  bugs  with 
continuing  good  results.  A  proprietary  powder  contining  pyre- 
thrum  and  a  D.D.T.  water  emulsion  have  been  used  with  success 
against  cockroaches  and  similar  pests,  whilst  a  proprietary  liquid 
and  an  emulsion  of  D.D.T.  in  oil  have  successfully  controlled 
several  infestations  of  property  by  woodworm.  One  infested  per¬ 
son  was  removed  voluntarily  to  the  Baths,  Vicarage  Road,  for 
personal  cleansing  during  the  year. 

Tenants  of  all  houses  where  disinfestation  is  carried  out  are 
given  advice  on  measures  necessary  to  prevent  re-infestation,  and 
all  private  houses  from  which  the  occupants  are  to  be  re-housed 
into  municipal  houses  are  inspected  and  disinfested  where  necessary. 

Rodent  Control. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  again  a  satisfactory  year’s  work  for 
which  statistics  are  set  out  in  Table  XII. 

The  methods  and  materials  recommended  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  were  again  used  with  success.  The  anti¬ 
coagulant  poison  Warfarin  has,  as  anticipated,  almost  ousted  the 
other  “orthodox”  poisons  from  rodent  control  work  and  in  the 
vast  majority  of  cases  Warfarin  has  been  used  by  the  Department. 
The  execution  of  the  two  sewer  treatments  during  the  year  again 
maintained  the  very  satisfactory  low  level  of  sewer  infestation  in 
the  Borough. 

The  provision  of  the  modest  means  of  mechanical  transport 
for  the  Rodent  Operative  has  resulted  in  an  increase  in  the  num- 
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be r  of  premises  visited,  the  infestations  dealt  with  and,  therefore, 
the  efficiency  of  this  service. 

Public  Swimming  Baths. 

The  water  of  the  two  pools  at  the  Public  Swimming  Baths, 
Vicarage  Road,  owned  by  the  Council  was  sampled  during  the 
swimming  season. 

io  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and 
chemical  analysis,  and  it  is  again  pleasing  to  report  that  all  were 
satisfactory. 

Staff. 

In  June  1954,  a  new  Chief  Clerk  was  appointed  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  her  pre¬ 
decessor  who  had  only  occupied  that  position  for  fifteen  months. 

Such  frequent  changes  of  clerical  staff  do  cause  considerable 
inconvenience  in  administration,  bearing  in  mind  the  extensive 
nature  of  the  duties  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  A.  Gilpin  was  appointed  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 
with  effect  from  the  12th  April  1954,  to  replace  Mr.  D.  Partridge, 
who  had  left  the  Department  in  the  previous  December  for  another 
Authority. 

The  whole  of  the  Staff,  both  Inspectors  and  Clerks,  worked 
again  most  conscientiously,  despite  ever-increasing  pressure  of 
work,  and  their  efforts  are  reflected  in  this  report. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  the 
Town  Clerk,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  other  Chief  Officers 
I  tender  the  thanks  of  my  predecessor  and  myself  for  their  help 
and  confidence  at  all  times. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

W.  J.  MASON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and 

Cleansing  Superintendent. 


Sanitary  Department, 
Municipal  Buildings, 
Oldbury. 

19th  October,  1955. 
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TABLE  I. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE. 
Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse 

(including  Kitchen  Waste  and  Salvage 
collected  separately) . 


Table  for  the  year 

ended  31st  March,  1955. 

Percentage 

of  total 

Collec- 

gross 

Item 

Particulars 

tion 

Disposal 

Totals 

expenditure 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Revenue  Account 

£ 

£ 

£ 

% 

I. 

Gross  Expenditure: 

(i)  Labour 

10.755 

2,412 

13,167 

48 

(ii)  Transport 

(iii)  Plant,  equipment,  land  and 

8,593 

1,462 

10,055 

37 

buildings 

3.250 

416 

3,666 

14 

(iv)  Other  items 

214 

127 

34i 

I 

(v)  Total  gross  expenditure 

22,812 

4,417 

27,229 

IOO 

2. 

Gross  Income 

1 ,622 

2,913 

4,535 

— 

3- 

Net  Cost  ... 

2  1 , 1 90 

1,504 

22,694 

— 

4- 

Capital  expenditure  met  from 

revenue 

— 

— 

Unit  Costs: 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

5- 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  labour  only  ... 

15  8 

3  6 

19  2 

6. 

Gross  cost  per  ton,  transport  only 

12  6 

2  2 

14  8 

7- 

Net  cost  (all  expenditure)  per 

ton 

3i  0 

2  2 

33  2 

£ 

£ 

£ 

8. 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population  ... 

392 

28 

420 

9- 

Net  cost  per  1,000  premises 

1,368 

97 

1,465 

OPERATIONAL  STATISTICS. 


IO. 
1 1 . 
12. 
13- 

H- 

T5- 

16. 

17- 

18. 

19- 


Area  (statute  acres)-land  and  inland  water 
Population  at  30th  June,  1954 

Total  refuse  collected  (actual) 

Weight  per  1,000  population  per  day 
(365  days  to  year)  ... 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is 
collected 

Premises  from  which  daily  collection  is 
made 

Average  haul,  single  journey  to  final 
disposal  point  ... 

Total  refuse  disposed  of 

Method  of  disposal:  Controlled  tipping . 

Salvage  and  Trade  Refuse.  Analysis  of  income  and  tonnage 


Salvage: 

(a)  Raw  Kitchen  Waste 

(b)  Scrap  Metal 

(c)  Waste  Paper 

(d)  Other  Salvage 

(e)  Totals 
Trade  Refuse  ... 

Income  from  Sterilised  Kitchen  Wate 


3,300  acres 
54,030  persons 
13,688  tons 

13.8  cwts. 

15,492  premises 

...  Nil 

2  miles 
13,688  tons 
100% 


Income 

Tonnage 

(Included  in 

Collected 

Item  2) 

(Included  in 
Item  12) 

£ 

Tons 

I,7H 

489 

160 

28 

•  T.574 

216 

33 

3 

3,478 

736 

647 

Not  collected 
separately 

3,707  representing  489  tons 
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TABLE  II. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Number  of  Dwelling- 


Houses 

Population 

Water  supplied  direct  to  houses 

15.321 

53.631 

Water  supplied  from  mains  to  stand  pipes 
or  taps  in  yards  serving  two  or  more 
houses 

108 

399 

Water  supplied  from  communal  pipes 
serving  particular  parts  of  the  district 

Nil 

Nil 

Water  supplied  from  private  supplies  (e.g. 
wells,  springs,  etc.) 

Nil 

Nil 

TABLE  III. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


Number  of  dwellings  connected  to  a  public  sewer  ...  15,417 

Estimated  population  served  ...  ...  ...  ...53,988 

Number  of  houses  with  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  houses  with  cess-pools,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  houses  with  private  installation  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  factories  with  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  factories  with  cess-pools  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  lock-up  shops  with  cess-pools  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  lock-up  shops  with  pail  closets  ...  ...  1 

TABLE  IV. 


Summary  of  defects  remedied,  improvements  effected  and 
nuisances  abated  under  the  Housing,  Public  Health  and 
O.U.D.C.  Acts  during  the  year  1954. 

Houses  cleansed  and/or  repaired  under  the  Public  Health 


Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Houses  provided  with  improved  ventilation  and  existing 

windows  made  to  open  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  windows  provided  and  others  repaired  ...  ...  53 

Staircases  repaired  or  new  provided  ...  ...  ...  2 

Handrails  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  floors  provided  and  others  repaired  .. .  ...  ...  8 

Firegrates  repaired  or  new  provided  ...  ...  ...  8 

New  doors  provided  and  others  repaired  ...  ...  9 

New  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

New  waste  pipes  provided  and  others  repaired  ...  ...  14 

Water  supply — burst  water  pipes  repaired  or  new  provided  23 
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Foul  cellars  cleansed  and  defects  in  drains  remedied 

1 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  from  obstruction 

New  drains  and/or  inspection  chambers  provided  (exclud- 

349 

ing  new  houses)  ... 

1 

Inspection  chambers  repaired  or  new  covers  provided 

3 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired 

11 

Water  closets  repaired  and/or  iimewashed 

23 

W ater  closets  reconstructed 

1 

Water  closets  provided  with  new  pedestals 

19 

Defective  water  closet  cisterns  repaired  or  replaced 

Defective  spouting  repaired  or  disconnected  or  new  spouting 

17 

provided 

36 

Leaky  roofs  repaired  ... 

4i 

Roofs  stripped  and  new  roofs  provided  ... 

2 

Dangerous  chimneys  rebuilt  or  repaired  ... 

26 

Courts,  back-yards  or  approaches  paved  or  repaired 

3 

Wash-houses  repaired  and/or  Iimewashed 

10 

Walls  weatherproofed  externally 

12 

Noise  nuisances  abated 

1 

Miscellaneous 

39 

TABLE  V. 

Summarry  of  Inspections  and  Revisits  during  the  year  1954. 

Inspec-  Re- 

tions  visits 

Infectious  diseases  prevention  (including  Food 

Poisoning) 

291 

593 

Housing  (including  Clearance  Areas) 

519 

543 

Overcrowding 

139 

7 

Water  closets  and  drains 

217 

186 

Meat  and  other  foods  inspection 

95 

2 

Food  premises  (excluding  ice  cream) 

128 

60 

Dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops 

52 

5 

Keeping  of  animals  and/or  poultry 

8 

2 

Factories 

18 

9 

Dirty  and/or  verminous  houses  and  premises 

3i 

x4 

Verminous  persons 

1 

— 

Canal  boats 

4 

— 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  (including  temporary 

buildings) 

9 

3 

Refuse  removal  and  disposal  (including  tips) 

236 

8 

T7 


Inspec¬ 

Re¬ 

tions 

visits 

Rats  and  mice  nuisances 

272 

701 

Salvage 

307 

— 

Food  and  Drugs  sampling 

100 

— 

Miscellaneous  sampling 

2 

— 

Dustbins 

1.763 

— 

Water  supplies  and  samples 

27 

13 

Offensive  Trades 

5 

6 

Atmospheric  pollution  (including  smoke  observa¬ 
tions) 

178 

108 

Paving  of  courts,  yards  and  passages 

1 

4 

Ice  cream  premises — manufacture  and/or  sale 

9 

5 

Foul  cellars 

14 

5 

Food  vehicles 

4 

2 

Housing  Improvements  Grants 

16 

15 

Neglected  sites 

1 

— 

Noise  nuisances 

21 

41 

Offensive  accumulations 

5 

3 

Pet  shops 

5 

— 

Water  courses  and  canals 

11 

— 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 

8 

1 

Schools 

4 

— 

Shops  Act 

2 

— 

Slaughterhouses  (excluding  meat  inspection) 

4 

7 

Knackers’  yards 

2 

— 

Miscellaneous 

235 

6 

Number  of  interviews 

358 

— 

TABLE  VI. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  AND 
CANAL  BOAT  REGULATIONS. 

Statistical  Supplement  to  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1954. 


Number  of  canal  boats  on  register  ...  ...  ...  22 

Number  of  canal  boats  registered  during  the  year  ...  — 

Number  of  canal  boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  4 

Total  number  for  which  the  cabins  were  registered  13  adults 

Total  number  occupying  the  cabins  ...  ...  9  adults 

5  children 
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TABLE  VII. 


Summary  of  Notices  served  during  the  year  1954. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936:  Preliminary 

Nuisance  properties  ...  ...  ...  261 

Defective  water  closets  (Section  45)  ...  9 

Proposed  work  of  maintenance  on  sewers 

(Section  24)  ...  ...  ...  8 

Defective  drains  (Section  39)  ...  ...  13 

Verminous  articles  (Section  84)  ...  ...  1 

Inadequate  water  supply  ...  ...  — 

Smoke  nuisances  (Sections  101  and  103)  ... 
O.U.D.C.  Act,  1929: 


Defective  drains 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 
Factories  Act,  1937: 

Inadequate  or  defective  sanitary  accommo¬ 
dation 


10 


7 


309 


Statutory 

66 

2 


5 

14 

1 

2 


1 


no 


TABLE  VIII. 

Meat  and  Other  Food  Condemnations  for  the  year  1954. 

Weight 


cwts. 

qrs 

lbs. 

ozs. 

Carcase  Meat  and  Offals 

I 

0 

I 

5 

Meat  and  Stews  (135  tins) 

2 

3 

27 

15 

Ham 

3 

0 

9 

135 

Meat  Pastes  (3  jars) 

Sausages 

24 

4 

Soups  and  Broths  (33  tins) 

25 

11 

Pickles  and  Sauces  (38  tins  and  jars) 

25 

4i 

Gravies,  Flavouring  Eessences,  etc.  (5  jars) 

8 

Bacon 

9 

8 

Fish  and  Fish  Paste  (182  jars  and  tins) 

1 

I 

12 

3i 

Vegetables  (251  tins) 

2 

2 

14 

1 1 J 

Fruit  and  Fruit  Juice  (234  tins  and  jars)  ... 

2 

2 

27 

124 

Milk  and  Cream  (156  tins) 

1 

0 

12 

8 

Dried  Milk  Powder  (2  boxes) 

1 

I 

14 

0 

Cheese 

2 

1 

2i 

Cereals  (50  packets) 

2 

10 

5 

19 


Weight 

cwts.  qra.  lbs.  ozs. 


Cordials,  etc.  (18  bottles)  ...  ...  19  3 

Coffee  (5  tins)  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Tea  (5  packets)  ...  ...  ...  1  4 

Jam,  Marmalade,  etc.  (23  jars  and  tins)  ...  23  3| 

Dried  Fruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  6  8 

Poultry  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Custard  Powder  (5  packets)  ...  ...  21 

Spices  (6  cartons)  ...  ...  ...  5 

Gelatine  and  Jellies  (70  packets)  ...  ...  15  i| 

Cake  Mixture  and  Puddings  (40  packets)  ...  23  9 

Sugar  (1  packet)  ...  ...  ...  10 

Butter  and  Margarine  (6  packets)  ...  3  o 

Sweets  (38  packets)  ...  ...  ...  25 

Coconut  (7  packets)  ...  ...  ...  8  12 

Drink  Tablets  (3  boxes)  ...  ...  60 

Drugs,  etc.  (39  packets  and  tins)  ...  1  10 

Miscellaneous  (26  packets)  ...  ...  13  2 


Total  19  2  12  3 


TABLE  IX. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year. 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  82 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  ...  98 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  90 


270 


1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  462 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(excluding  revisits)  ...  ...  ...  425 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations, 

1925  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  31 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 
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(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (excluding  those  in  (3) 
above)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  402 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  123 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Sections  n  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  34 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 

ance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  8 

(3)  Alternative  Undertakings  to  Demolition  Orders 

accepted  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

4.  — Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  Number  of  alleged  cases  of  overcrowding  investigated 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

(b)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  113 
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TABLE  X. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

1.  Inspections  made  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  . . 

12 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  . . 

220 

21 

7 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

8 

TOTAL  . . 

240 

21 

7 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  insti¬ 
tuted. 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(Section  7) 

(a)  Insufficient  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(Z>)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

10 

5 

— 

9 

— 

TOTAL  . . 

10 

5 

— 

9 

— 

Outwork.  Sections 

no  and  in 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  out¬ 
workers  in 
August  list 
required  by 
Section  110 
(D(c) 

No.  of  pro¬ 
secutions  for 
failure  to 
supply  list 

No.  of  cases 
of  default  in 
sending  lists 
to  the 
council 

No.  of  in¬ 
stances  of 
work  in  un- 
whole-some 
premises 

Not-  Pro¬ 
ices  sec- 

ser-  uti- 

ved  ons 

Carding  etc.,  of 
buttons,  etc. 

7 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 
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TABLE  XI. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Infectious  Diseases,  etc. 

Visits  to  houses  on  account  of  notifiable  disease  ...  884 

Houses  disinfected  after  notifiable  disease  by  the  Local 

Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Offensive  Trades. 

Number  under  observation  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Water  Supply. 

All  houses  supplied  from  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks. 


Number  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  Bacteriological 

Examination  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  Chemical  Analysis  19 
Number  of  samples  found  to  be  satisfactory  bacterio- 

logically  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  satisfactory  chemically  18 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  bacterio- 

logically  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  chemically  1 


Milk. 

Number  of  registered  dairies  (excluding  producers)  in 

the  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  registered  distributors  retailing  milk  in  the 

area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  117 

Number  of  licences  issued  under  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  Regulations: — 

Tuberculin 

Pasteurised  Sterilised  Accredited  Tested 

Bottlers  ...  2  ...  —  ...  — 

Retailers  ...  36  ...  100  ...  —  ...  30 

Pasteurisers...  2  ...  —  ...  —  ...  — 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations. 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  chemical  analysis  (exclud¬ 


ing  ice  cream)  ...  ...  ...  ...  247 

Number  of  samples  certified  genuine  ...  ...  ...  241 

Number  of  samples  adulterated  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  for  analysis  ...  12 

Number  of  samples  certified  as 

(a)  Satisfactory  (i)  Bacteriologically  ...  12 

(ii)  Chemically  ...  12 
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(b)  Unsatisfactory  (i)  Bacteriologically  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Chemically  ...  Nil 

Number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  for  bacteriological  tests  153 

Number  of  samples  certified  as  (a)  Satisfactory  ...  151 

(b)  Unsatisfactory  ...  2 

Other  Matters. 

Verminous  Houses — cases  dealt  with  ...  ...  32 

Nuisances  arising  from  domestic  animals  and/or  poultry  3 

*Number  of  dustbins  provided  (including  1,621  under 

General  Rate  Fund  Scheme  ...  ...  ...  1,744 

^Expenditure  on  purchase  of  dustbins  (including  waste 


food  bins)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £2,3x7 

*  Income  from  sale  of  bins  ...  ...  ...  ...  £284 

*Figures  for  fiscal  year  1954-55. 


TABLE  XII. 

Rodent  Control — Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

Type  of  Property 


I. 

Number  of  properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  District 

Local 

Author¬ 

ity 

40 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(inc.  Council 
Houses) 

14.758 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

895 

Total  of 
Cols. 
(1),  (2) 
&  (3) 

15,693 

Agri¬ 

cul¬ 

tural 

6 

2 . 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
as  a  result  of: 

(a)  Notification 

12 

123 

43 

178 

1 

(b)  Survey 

9 

16 

10 

35 

1 

(c)  Otherwise  ... 

19 

768 

180 

967 

4 

3- 

Total  inspections  carried  out — 
(including  re-inspections) 

127 

1,036 

578 

1 -741 

10 

4- 

Number  of  properties  found  to 
be  infested  by: 

(a)  Rats 

Major 

1 

I 

Minor 

16 

120 

34 

170 

2 

(b)  Mice 

Major 

3 

2 

5 

Minor 

5 

16 

18 

39 

— 

5- 

Number  of  infested  properties 
treated  by  Local  Authority  ... 

21 

139 

53 

213 

I 

6. 

Total  treatments  carried  out  in¬ 
cluding  re-treatments  ... 

33 

100 

88 

221 

I 

7- 

Number  of  notices  served  under 
Section  4  of  the  Act: 

(a)  Treatment 

4 

5 

9 

(b)  Structural  Work 
(i.e.  Proofing) 

_ 

1 

1 

8. 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was  taken  follow¬ 
ing  the  issue  of  a  notice  under 
Section  4  of  the  Act  ... 

9- 

Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Number  of  “Block”  Control 
schemes  carried  out 

2 

2 

